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Preliminery note:

The following work wos written from memor:; in April - May
1047, st the request of the His%tnricsl Divieisn, . The narrst’on
in . boaged entirely ‘on personal expefienoe. Officlal, German re-
ference documente vwere not avellable. There may therefore be

gome smell inacecuracles with regard to detes and lacsllitles.
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I. The Inltianl orgenization of the Gilivision from 6.9.h18.10.4é

On B81.8.1044 T wee eeslgned with the commund and reorganiza-
Tlon of the 361 Volkes Grenadier Division. |

The old 361 Div, whiech hod been surrounded in & pocket near
Tarhopol in July 44, had only been sble to seve emall remnants
(lioetly service troops) when 1t hroke out. 8o 1ts reorgonization
led Decniue necessary. it enjoyel a good reputetion s8 & well-
tried divigion of the cwgidern army.

The competert heandquerters for the reorganlzetlon: ol the
divieion wee wehrlkrelelkomaanwd VI (Mueneter in Weetphalla), and
the erees assipmed wos the troop training grounds £t Wahn, near
Coloane. when I avrived in Wehn on 6 depvember I found tTwo younyg
generel stalf sfficers there, with a rew speclal-mlesiong 8terl

fLficers, »8 a snell orpenlzavional setafl vhioh, as 1191c6n
between the Uehrkreis He and the dalvisisn, wee to arrenge for the
provision of personnel and materiel requirerients.

The division wna $6 e ready for commitment st the bLeginning,
of ‘Lotolied, gfter e four-uweek poriod of organlzatlon A coupletely
inpopeible Qemand: Tor ‘even 1f everything wend without n hitoh,
with the nececnnry vergonnel and materlel 'arriving 1n good tlne, 1V
was inpodaible, even with dhe ipst efPlotent treining Btasfc, "Ihé:
Hardest work and Lert organizatica) thet the' elementeiof such ‘a

gither
unit be @lven/The neseradry,  firn, origehizeticfal etructure, op
suffdclent troining, or that the required coodingtion be wehleved
vetean ithe AIFferent t7ocd §f Werpon within e divigional foime=

Vori, One geula, however, foresee  thatie fauulsy “peiva
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supplies could not be;réiigd oﬁ bécauee'of'fhe ;ribpllng'of'wér.
%rbﬁubtion ﬁfd-the'incréﬂsing difficulties of transportetion,
Bein* reagoneible for the divis*ow g behavior in action, I thara—f
fo o a*rove from the be inninr on the one hand to urge on the i
orgauization enc training ae fost ne pogeible with every weans of
plenning and improvisstlon, and on the other hand, Just e¢ conegls-
tently, Yo postpone rs long es j03ﬂ1blé'fhe announcement;’ thet we

were'preparsd forfactlion,

ol i

g Rl

LR T T T e.

Pergonnel for the wivﬁsinw, principelly fromi the Neetnhalianquﬂ

lend
Rkinq/reanwrcrc of uehrkrels VI HQ, srrived sstonishingly quickly.

Within the first ten dove the nunberes resched sbout 707 of the re-
quired strength. The level of treiving woe low} Haele training
unfinished, some of thie men were navel replocemente or cime Trom
diebonded alr foree unite nnd had 1ittle enthusiasm for eommlbtiment
An-the erny. On tile othier henid the allocation of qualililed oer-
sonnel of special eategoriec ‘(ohnervation post ahd fire control
sersonnel for heovy weepone end aptlllepy, cdminietreotive nerson-
nel ete.) was satisfectory. Ae wag To be expected, there wore
very four enlicteld men gulteldi to Leeone officer oandidnies
I‘er thﬁ lﬂfﬁfltl‘,‘{n Théy ‘md. ‘im 'bb givatg pmlimin&w 1&&%%&1&:& 1
'ﬁivﬂt ih aqmoiﬁl courrssh_kf-l:ffg*.;jﬂ,y e "J: % -T-J'”if;
1‘1‘1{3 ogﬂfb*nntmﬁ nf mert from wa'&pmu,a am th,a mzmmm_‘
_\m‘nvad fa-

gr“ﬁla: the tough,,pnrﬁavarinh Qh&magtar of the Hamt ,
___prialian ammgw 111 'L‘B tamp#ﬁmn‘b on r.t verve or t}m Imii.elmu

B e‘r!;

’-wﬁu & gbmm:.xtwe. LA LW ) PR b

3 L ”' ; s

IIoré"es anﬁ val 1clsa cou’.‘rl alnm aérm be usﬂmn ovez- frnmu

, eppecielly
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‘elements which were no Yongor At for sotien, belonging to the
'parts 3r fhéIarmy in the west which had come streaming bavk in retveat,
A very uaefui.&uquiaition wQa the spuHply section - almost |
intaot - and & part of the seryice traupi of the old 361 Inf Diw,
which vere brought up end 1nocrporrted in the new division. They
could be supnlemenﬁed,'in edditicn, by:gart of ke service LXroops
belonging to a ailvision whioh had been deetroyed in France during
he retﬁept. | | :
The gore »Hoint wee the equwipment with meteriel. Alter
fourteen aayé of the pericl of orirenization hod pessed,nothing had
arrived berond small exrme. Thls predclous time wre loet for tue

-

treining ofs the “troops i the Uee of gpeclal werpDoONS:

he flre:t leavy weoponse ahi gune onlylkegru to roll up: on
20 ségtenher, and £inally also motor vehleles snd equipment (euch éf
ortleel, sipnal ecuiprent ond ‘the like), In wmhny CnEch, dowover,

entdsl accesrories vwere s8till lacklin, =uch fg laying mechanisan

vnd ‘Patiofionle aighta ror the’ guna, necesqerv vebicle aoocsﬁoriea,
Terne el signtlqum unﬁortion end the 11ke. Much 1m0roxisn®ﬁnn
ﬂﬂa renaired 1ndnrier to atavt ueapane training snu 1190 nrrctace
.1n oaooerrﬁion witb thesc wﬁ&n'lﬂ, Lnanitb 04 19 rbov -mentioned
:uif“lculﬁiaa. Zmpravientian w%#; 1'L not the o&d&* of the 1&;
for tha divisian, anéd: I purpowelv ﬁrayareu ofr*cers an& nen ror
.thna Qn nll apharos, from the beglnning.‘- : 554

ﬂow tha alrprdw urdgging delivrr' .f mrteriel for the Glei-
,..-aion whik rurthor o..agmr uetel;, Te en uhexpected deivest W

V*'il_ b ﬁhen, an 17 Geptenber, the BeAtesl meds thetd airbarne
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 land1ng'at d.onhem An Hollana; the (ivimion hed to have en infantry’
foruwetion of re:imehtal strength (equipped onlﬁ with emngll arme)
ready to march wilthin 24 houvs, end plaes 1t at the disposal of
delirkreis VI HG. |

2y WOne'dey Yeter, £00 tesvhnical personnel hnd 4% 'beé die-
patehed toweria the esrt, for transfer to aialvieion alresdy
equivped with materiel; with thie the divielon 108t the personnel
which wae of mopt velnée ln bullding up tle unite, 2nd wilch it had
atrepkd together with great. vains, My protest to the Conmendsr
in Ohdel of the vepleteneut army oroduced No results.

O, On 22,Beptember orders here rvecelyed for the transfer
>f the QiVlEinL.tﬁ Holland, to the sres of Zwolle, where 1t was
to eontinue ite organizotion. Ten preclove dusys at lezst vere
logt in moving end reinastelling the divielon in i1te nev shelter
area, £nd becruge tlie transports Pringing up eduipment hed to be
rérﬁute&i cwnriderrble delayn werc_c;ured by the Dutch reilway-
workers strikeé which hnd just broken out,

Ac I hed the lupresesdon thet the &pﬁropriatg hone auth@riﬁi@&
could no longer cope with the prnouremgnf'nnd'bringing up of ien
énd wateriel, in the erijpling End more erid moieaunp“eaictpblé;*
6iroum§tnncea 1oh prevedled, Irc trrted - un¢@r precgure of neees-
,al&y - %o 'TAnd Ny owh exve&tentﬁ. Above ﬁil I“119 led %o aveld
the fatn of unving to 1énd bn 1mnrovised 'emergency mers’ into
actimn wh,ch hnu1d hreel Up off ites firet conurot with the eieny.

By sandinu aut de“viiu to replacenment troqpf-unita nhd ordnanee
nPfloea, T nuOceelad in ﬂ aﬁdin up the nr*l%nl'ﬁf SeYAARHET End

aeteriel and t‘ue procutdni the larger pept ef our sellvotion rew:
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quirenents by the middle c¢f Octdbe}.

As wos to be expected, at the beginnling of Cetober indquiries
were made by the Replaceument and ‘Training Army es to the at&te of
grganiZPtion of the divieion for commitment, and more speed wos
urgzed. I wre sble to ward off these Anquiriles successfully ;nd
thue geln another.few weeke for tralning.

In the training as well, inproviesticon whe necesesry from
the stert, In paiitibn to treining on & smell ecnle, &nd regard-
less of the stnte of the unite with reepect to personnel and:
eanipment, an early stert was nmade vith unit treining at battalion

By these

egad  reximentel level, ond Plio. combined cxis excertlses. By

medns officerc and men vere put AW A oesitish, ! on the ohe rand; “te

weater clveumplances regilring 1nu")v grtlen, (guch u~ often odcur

in combat; on’'the other hand te ;Paetipse oommand and cemmitment,

and, the eooperntion of ¢ll wvespwus, o consolridate the atructure

of the Hrgup foruatlsas and £inally to peln the eonfidence required
ot Lu:lly

for commitrent An eetilcny © There cﬂwki?iﬂ'*/ucc.1u eraler ns the

troope lmproved. Leci"ﬁlj thnge exgercieres with lnsrovieed meane

proved 1ater inh ‘eetlon; %o ha ve been worthwhilei ror troogs wha;;
Lave *Lhrned to He)n thenrelves with meke-ghifte experlence & senae
of velief when they cvn‘then 20 1nt9 petion at £ull ‘strength ard
with tdeduate weapons.aﬁﬁ equipment, ]
- The mégt_nGDPﬁ"ﬁ?? thing sprepved. 0. iMe ta 16 thae teotical

instruction of offlcery from ropimentol down ta odmpeny. eomnmaninsre’.

In epite of dl coubat experience the line officer lacked. . thorougs
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tectical instructlon. Without thie, and wlth too short experlence
at the front, he was pleced in positions of commend and promoted,
inasteald of belng 2llowed to grow into these. The result was %that
s taétical gbllity no longer corresyonded to the mlsslons of
leallership essigned te him and theiefore, in mnany cefee, unneces-
garily high losseg and fallures occurred owing %5 1lnexpert and
artly careless lesdershlp, For this resson I set the greatest
ore, from the beginning, Ly the tactical treinling of the oXiflcer,
firet of all edepted to.the teetical ecope of hles aphalntment, By
neang of combpt practice, terraln dlecusslnsne, lap maneuvers and
giznal comnunicetion command-poet exerclses, unlform Tacvical con=-
ceptions were prcduced, end prectice whie glven in estlimeting sltua-
tilone, teking declslionsg, glving comnands end aleo, eepeclally, the
qubined action of weepons and the orhpnizntion of fire support,
BE hﬁll eg the cooperamion of the different pta2in. . As & reanit
when the division later went 1nto action. the entire comagnd sat~up
functioned praperlJ even 1n the nost. AALfLeult eltustions, right
down to battalicn level, | _

Pinslly the tiae crme for the new undt to prove 1tsnlf at.
the rront, asill rether Garlies then enited the ﬁivirion,-béréfé
the 1ﬂtended tr51niwgDpro“r9m coulda Le flniéheo.l Thekerenstan - of

the u*vieivn to Lorviine for cony 1 ment with thie 'l Arny Lefen on
: dnlitial i
18 Qetaler,” The rlsnlzrtion in order of betile wup eatiplete,.

e onlj it lvckinb wee the veeenlt- ”ur comgany . yhich ase teians

tzed: on Lba troon training “rﬂquas at uvmrwenhnrn, unafrfeoPel Ly
J L R £ b3 it An s
the &1vision3 uuﬁgv;e uroumaht. up ta/fhﬁ plers Ll on®l wree Qe

F R :
orer Compeny. M the ensinecy vattelan Wil “r-QJ, DenEREe” EO0orEL
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sThé b tt '1a:”woa?¢§spa oheafat the enu of the tran@pmrt movam@p&

%haﬁ onl; baen brouu%t up te;étréngﬁh in. péraonnei anﬁ‘mntariel valhi

1ate.~ The divisional command hoggd sti;l'to fﬂnd the ttme and

.!'n_’_,. gy, :\

juhE aoaaioility ot comﬁleulng lus training in aeuion.~d “HJJ
For ihe oruer ot ont*le g the uiv1siﬁn 8ee hppondix 1,

;e e#rential di* aroinoes frem & diviaion orqngiaed‘inrthéj £
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reinforcenent of crmor-plercing weehHons, hIn this cese the fact
.ﬁhat the battellon wee Dorie=drawn.wose bound to pfove particularly
uinédventngaous beczuse 1t meent that it hed rot the Brbllity re=-
QQired of an anti=tank veapon, Thue 4t could only be usei behlnd
the infentry zone, for the protectinon of the artillery, The hesgvy
fBe1d howitzer battilisn wes not notorized, but also horse-arewr .
I68 £Ung wiww trengported An two loade, which weas &leo & ceoneider-
able dlesdvantane for 4te mobllity end resdinegc for eetion,  Ee-
qeqinlly Inertalt vent the effect of orgenlilng the 1dght artillery
battallone with tvn batterles of slx suns eech, ''hese botteriesn
vere awkverd from the noiht of view of emplecement and firing; they
were lese mobile and presented, in their firing poeltionsg, dbvious
targets for the enemy alr forces. For this resson they wvere re-

=]

- T2B s Yot 1 e . «1- wy A o g AT %11 "\ A Wels
orfonized In Lattallone with three batterles of four gune each,. soon

ct

drtor the divisisi's initdel coundtment i g R ;
'55 The anti-tan& bnttallon only hred oae Pax béﬁﬁqny wiﬁhiii
nine guhs et ita-dispoeal‘ on-the other hand the inoofpbfntionfof”f;
gn sgeauls gun cnmpsny wifl 12 gunae VE 8 new and auv~n*abeuus.n“"'
“ All thege and o»hcr diaadentagen aronse from the ahortagee
in théls;heres of matebiel and pereonnel.  They were 1mprovisatiﬁng
and defactp, ¢ which.onelhui te uadant ofiels 1esderah1p, but whioh '
decreased the fifhting pOWﬂT nd 8 Volka veir Div oy 5t lesst aﬁﬂ

in cn““nrison to a uivision e the olal *v:e.
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II..Piret commitnient of the divleden in the period

Trom 25.10.<%.11, 44

(sketoh 1)

The division wes unloeded between 20,:nd 2b October in the
erer of Becrburg - Hemmingen and 1mmed19te1y Jonmitted for the re-'l
1lefsiof the 1l Panzer Div. The firet commitment took place
undier the cormend of the 11 Pz Div. Untll the rellel wes ‘accomp-
Lished ai’ the elements of the V.3 Div enpaged were subordinated
to. 11 Pz Div Hq

When I ervrived on El.Cctdher I found ny advence party
with the tactlcsl grouy of the 11 Pz Div dn Alteville (B km south-
caet of Dieuze), Phe Qb3 Gren Rib, which was at the hesd of/%?ins-

port movement, woe comnltted on the right wing vith one artillery

battalion, in the hilght of 281/22 Qctahex, The next lufantry regls
ent (Gren Rpgt 95%) Wwes conmitted. two.dave later. The artillery

sad ehtl=-terlc patielleong took over the deto of thelr  redecessols
and were theéen euployed seeordingly. Whilet the 11 Pz Div's posl-
tioh Lo the north of "the Rhine-Merne Qensl wae trken over 'without
my- Anterwventioiyy the pireviouys front line to. the anuth of the,cenal
wer, &% my esugrection, .only menned Ly combat cutposts, and the mein
line of dofense withdrawn to 'more fevorable terrain behind the Rau (
de Remlre-ont,

The relief took place withnut interference Irom the enemy;
he re-alned cousletely
Cnly ¥6 the south of 1%, on the left wing, wae the 11 Fz Div éns

sagen at thet Tlue in combate of locel lmportance, with the encuy

VDT Wes  Diy.ungylo Toree: the 1X Div troops to lesve tie Foret de

ponslive tn the north of tlie Rhlne-larne Canal,

.y

s E

e
L ORI S T e, . T
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rarroy (Foraet of Paery). The enémy attack wie auoceeéfully
held in fiuctuating combatg eround the woode gouth-weet of Xousse.
Thus the relief of the division was for the whet part mcesmplilsghed
by £6 Cotoler. = The V.G.Div took over commenc of the sector on
the egame 4: Yy, oy detalle of Als conuitment s~e Sketeh 1.

Folnte of meln effort in the defense lay on uie vxireue
right wing ot Moyenvic . and:ln the ‘aree tetueen Begange la ﬁite end

the Rilne~ilorne Cennl. In estinetinye

@ the pogsible dirretion of
eneay tiruste 1N e laprge-ecslelettock, the folloning hed ¥o be

reglkoned with:

1e by attscking over the Sellle ard! thrueting CLorwond

tarough Chatesu-8alins in the general direction of Moorchilnen, the
eneny would try In the rirst plece tp canture the conuendling helghte
noytil ol loyenvic, tofcover hive flank;

ol (X )

BByt thruat 1nt0 tna bpsih of Dieuze Le woulﬂ brsahﬂﬁir

Lwo eornar«atonee of Loy &efenee by tnkin ot anly % 1e heiuhﬁpn
noPth of_poycnv%o, Byt ‘alao thome o the narth-ecat of XLTGB, AN
ordér to ufe thew as-gﬁfing~boarﬁ for a further a&quce tawar&a the ;
Iﬁorth, o} o in ar éagtwura dir;ction. - unoulu they belnla, thep ar .
penelrstion An . the center conld be elininuted by a-onunﬁér—aﬁtﬁbﬁ}ﬁ
By A uhB secbor of Sur lert neishber (6563 Tar Div) the ;
L dgnger Wps aliesly appareny oL an Bnemy atthck over the Blamnnt';f
T _ .
Avricou;%flins, threting towardis Qamrburg, whereuy e goulq b@
:dvivin@ {150 'the Hest of Aup aiVision and wobld unhings the'vdsgeé
}oaiﬁiﬁn (Qohon = Fndrexansge & r{h;i.$f'whicP e ssLn tﬁE DIOCEEE _F
' iAo

ot cnn&truotiﬁ;f Thig attack wouds /Eirootl Implicate Lue ulvisinﬂi

Aell wihig,Clocnted gouth of the .eanal,
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Polnte of main'effort in the Ainfantry and enti-tenk tdefenge
gystem, which coinclded, thnerefore had to De formed near ifoyenvie,
&6 woell se Letween Bezange le Petite and the Rhine-lerne Oanal. The
artillery had to be grouped in such e wey thet the bulk of 1ts guns
cdulﬂ be effectlve before both of thesge pointe, filolng from the sare
emplecenments, ana in addition reach as fer soutly ne yoesible to di-

reot flanking fire bLefore our left neighbor's eector; it was there=

fore committed with one group in the Marsal - Donnelay &rees, and -

sesond Froun arocund ‘Ommeresy = Bourdonnay,

A

A viei over the ferrsin confirmed whet could alreedy Le ceen

i .. o

Irow the map, nealely, that the cource of the medh lipe of tLefense AL
that tine was éxtremely unfavorable from the ‘terrein polnt of view,
adi could ‘hard 1y be held ln face'of a gtrong enenyattack. It wae
Ldt 8 line whieh hed been ¢hosen rpﬁ%ﬁitrble derensive nositlion,
aflter due conslderctlnn of its alvontrges and dlgadventases, ‘but the
tyoleel end-phene of'an'at%ack which hed Some b & mtend-still, - as
I had rgﬁénteuTv been able to obrerve ft th be*inning, nuile zrﬁared
”omn ‘ilone were beinﬁ re*ievea Lo front line obetrelen ofts ea
broteution wxhinst Bnemy tenks, «rtillrrv aun)ort for the 11ne wan
icult (nd fo +he reer of the rrant lav h# m*r51r gEhunt round the
'Kohlenfloaéner “rench batreen ' noyenvic znd Bourﬁonney, 4. gyer
whilch there were onlr tan eror s Ang= m‘intf' ;r"‘r-f;.r-;y tho weor. ' The 1n-
rywtrv‘vus wpre o lc & 1solated o ot L =belng without raequﬁte-'
8L Jdrt it waa uhwnu Lo Lo owverrun h"_b.stfang eneny akbuek, i
Ifhercﬂore waae the ruoﬁertiﬁn *at t 3@ 1ine Be moved Lol st eon

o8 pn”r*bla heninu S oilla anu uhe hohlenflaerfar treuch umtween

ioyunvic nnu 8013¢0nnnv, nnd - tnrwi** $(luh q; the pond “fFL of
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Bourdonnay = be led back to meet the exlstin ' front-line south of
the canel at La Garde. The suzsestlion wee aporoved, on the fol-
lowing conidltions:

1, A bridgeherd wrg To be held on the southern bank of the
Sellle &t Moyenvic,

U

2, the commanding helghte around the foreat (one kilometer
north-eaet of Xures;, whlch = for the eneny - offered a fer reaching
viev into the terrsin to the north snd north-esat, were to be occu-
nled,

5. wvhen the new vosition hed been Amprovéed end the Xohlen-

floegper trench flonded $o form en cbstecle, 1t should only be oo-

pled. ae naln . bettle positlon eliortly belore ah impendiny ehemy

AB thnre were no signa 1naicauing pn xmmedihtely 1mo¢nm§ng
:attaoh ogpinft pu &ivisionﬁl igactor, wa tons gur t*me. 2 On p%aqsum&
from me, the orier wae: fiﬂally given to.uove back into the new osina
“tion on the nizh* of 8/9 Hovember, 1env1ng securitv detachmange 1n

the old line. A ra 0 G &

The new, m»ih'baftle pdﬁition' Bs . origlnally proynaed hould
Cheve aned cnneiderrble forces becruse from the right wing up 1o
.5OU?uann&" 1t axtehdeé Lehilnd an nbstacle - Af only oue of limited
:VElue =7 aNG *“ue §lloted of the front 1ine Yelng Loen <trangly ;
seocupled 1n orier tn enubln £ lenat lng *l recervea for,nﬂﬁ&uiu ;n,.
nBﬁ &ormed;u, This waa ALY the mare !manrtﬁnt re the Livkﬂion only
held one usttallxn 8t AL uiﬂpOFPl a5 uFChiCFl e s erve, i ”PP reo-
nquirud'briu*ehenaﬂ'at iarenvic N0 0 mmere ¥ Gl.erersre net onlJ

-Lgmh t-e nee ol forces which conld 1ot be replrcea,- thees TOTCER
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were also unnecésearily exooged 'to: the denger of belnyg overrun b7
the enemy, ' The new line, however, (8ketch 1) had esrentlal ad-
ventereea in sany 'cafe!

1, dn etteckling the new.line, ss well as in following up

v

an etbeok, the enemy would bs forced into terrain unfevorable 1o
him, He covld e effectively oppesed from domina/fézgtions, -
peclelly those on the heighte on either eglde nf Juvelice. In alldie
tion, £rom lloyenvie to Lsy, he waﬁld be met by an obatesle vhich,
when flooded, could not be overcome without difficulty, even by
tenksa, .

2. Artillery supvort was now sssured alonz the whole front
byia-chein of outstaniing observation Losbts.

Sy . The Glviglon's wesk anti=tank forces could be coheentrate
for defense &t the two cruclael points Meyenvie &nd the Ley - Ommeray-
Donnelay arca.

4, FPlnelly, the previoug danatruction.and im)rovenent ~f the
vosltlon prcmiséd to reinforce the righting ﬁcwer of the troops %o
a degreé'which should nnt Le undqf@stimated.

| Turther eonatructisn and preparations for the new c&mmitment
were liuedletely begun, ofter o uhified pleEn hed beeon drawn up.
By flooding tlie Kohlenfloesser trench (opening the slulces of the
lakes so that the/gfg; of woter wae contrnolled over g longer pcriod
of time;  conetruction of mreversl aéme) ve succeeled, within eseven
CAAYe,  An creaﬁin: & wide aréa of morshy greund #long the gtrean

Lronm koyenvie tn nortit o Lery. Thiszs mesnsure wig supported Ly heevy

rainfall oecurring &t the time, The velley of the B ellle telwéen

Dleuze and. Morenvie wag slgo vartly turned AInts mavshy wrannd,
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The construction of the position - on the principle of a series
strongpointe - wse reinforced by wire entanglements and, ss fer ase
the avelilable, 1imlted meansg allowed, with a few mineflelds, L=
servatlsn poets, new gun emplacements and alternete gositioﬂs
were sloo prepared for the artillery and hesvy weapons. The con='
gtruction of #n srtillery defensiva pogltlon, extending from the
helghts north of liulzey - Gelucourt - Mel: lares to Rechlcosurt, was
olanned, Thup everrything wne done 1ln order to wmove the troops
beck ge gonn &g noscible into a position whiech was 1o & certaln ex-
tent prepared, even 4f not culte finished.

At thia time I wer Jarticwierly anxlous %o comolete the tral-

ning.of Tho Urnzpe. in getion, - in orier 1o increase thelr striking

HOWer. in the infantry this wie teoconplished ‘in the Lirnt plece by
reconnelagance ond: oomrat petrol activitys which aclileved” sorie sut-

cerngn ond whua eneouryzed the eelf—confi&bnce B tho traovs.' “Then

PORLE - Toﬁuiﬂ‘ r it Tnbo tite enemny nositiﬁnp verc Reooﬂﬂﬂi bred; 5:_i%'

';risquu;a wede Hrousht dn;d whb hhu Leen mysrtdlen ot night behinu
the #;gnt gine;. and whohe'ntatémenﬁafyaded ol onp e vlgamc Of the
TOmY ‘3mmnna 'fﬁina11? G@mbnt'ﬂn hde r‘vﬂivns ah cﬁmzang level

 1ere execztea “hua a svrpvisa attac“Jff;"

nt Juvrecturts! mzrl*:g ‘Bhﬂ uight (u"xia munt have been on 4 Iav mer

knnu 30 risonera Laken tor nvr-“'ruyl 1er Aoty dldes A slmilyr

'ngern lcn "msa Qwﬂm ovt fm tha Thre ot of aimanurt thong® wih lees

.

,tu»voru. The;ﬁ v’rll e&ccearer Vere: noshiy nahimVGu 25 0 W e
el fsu laﬁrcﬁ on our sius,- kG s tant pepontnARtorice pATINY, | Eae-l
.ﬁrattug *.raabi he Sabeit ot Parrog 1o the Luneville y'Ei@vllle

”roay;"ﬁbsarveﬁ e velent B o lenshy vbnts and ;Tti?l%?yuiﬁ ¢ 1nr hvgnu

_dtthb unumr trongpb}nt?

!

o2

1
¥
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Al

diredtion; An officer reconnalssence patrol from Moyenvic towarde
Arrecourt; which wre to ascertain the strength of & felrly large
concentratibn'bf ertillery which had been observed by artillery re=-
connalscsance, did not return.

The training of the heavy weepone end artillery in observation,
terget reconnalssince and rapld, efficlent fire control, weco sys-
tematlcally extended 1in the tasks required by the current combats. By
attackes on recognized enenmy tergetes, supporting cembat .etrol operas
tlone, and ee reprieal fire in response to sudden concentrations of
flre from Yhe enemy, the artillery sgalned prectice in prolonged; &snd
“n sudden, short, concentratlons of Iire, = Frequenl chengee of po-
sitlion, end reinstellatlon were inevitebly neécessary because or the
eneny's vigllant ertillery reconnslssance #nd activity.

Comnitment in setlon eleo provided nlenty of probleme and O -
portunitiecs Zor the other twranchee, Buch og anti-tank unite, englneerm
end. glgnel troops, successfully to continue thelr-training. Steff
ectivity waes practised 1 the grnme way,

Theee Firet 14 daye dn the commitment of the green troove were

chug of Lencfit to the whole divieion, in traihing end Y. lmproving

vhe structure of the formetlons; It proved poeeihieite make un

or much wiileh lad had to be negleeted dvalng the lnadeduate period
of inltlal organlzetlon. Thie troope oecame accustoned to buattle
conditions.

The division esuffered o cerinie lose in filpghting voser Ly . the

rewnovel of an infantry Yeploent (81 TenuRat)  sn- artiliery bat~

tallon and the asgeult gun company.
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III. Combats during the Amerienn, lergs-scaic pttack

r?\"bm 8."190 ll. 44

(8ketch 2)

Concerning the eneny 1t woas known thet the Auericsn 285 Div
had been loocrted opposite our divieionsl Iront, north of the Rhine-
Varne Canel, since the .ilddle of lovenmber. Ites preaive behavior,
éhowing mainly infenftry char:cteriztice, =nd also the stotements of
prigonereg gerve the Amrectlon that this divielon wse #8 yet inex-
perienced in ocubat, Iu thie arra weet of Chateau-Saline, soing
our right neilghbor'e rront, were the American 3b Inf? DAV ind 4 arsd
Jivision. South of the canal, our own left wing wee fececd Oy a
reconnalecence vottelion ‘EicL peeupied the enstern odze of the
;Farr6V"fbrent“6ﬁ1" incom letely, lerv‘ns cryie, and nlen reniedned
#paﬁgive, apart froq n ;et reoohnaie Lnce npa“rtinnu. Mhle vﬁa 1n
fcont“ea+ to tbe atrcug erem; 9otiv1tf oppoalte our 1ef% neigﬁbcr
.whibn-hﬂu rl'eédy eaemeu Yo X iﬂiﬂpta pincE the Bezinnin: of !qvambep
thrt qerinus combet nlght break out ey A ye From tha'he*1ﬂ.1n~ o g
-“nvewaer onhrrds the prt.11er" reeqnnn*sannce units em»l»'eu bfﬁ g
the Lxxxlx Onrga Hu (v%ic% hod relievea the LVIII P2 Onrpe HQ on
fs Noventer) olro refa?ted thru a a*rik&nb rein¢orcenant ot ti
eremy! nrtillery, eg’*w uiﬂaihhel ector a6 well, Lndicrtad am-
an attnc& on qui*e a 1arse eople wne inminent. ~kq Sovever, there
;urs noy chen e A the tepect of tha enemy ih’*n»r thene rrtiller;
_reﬂnrts mare unrcrtunptelv ﬂht trkan vcrv s»riou#iy. “The uiviainn
5enunteu ot len&t Ay Leing nble va r&f&re i £ooild ting thto 1tx main
jbpt.lx yasitinn 3 mvarythinn ﬁnr prewprcﬁ for this, o thit an the

| sonpng ‘or. 9. Nﬁtoﬂber *Hc new i R L Uk Ve ““fdpiﬁ i °n14
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combet outposts remain in the old 1ine. _

As alre-1y mahtinned, it wrs.the intention of hicrher heasd-
auarters thet the nain bettle nosition only be oceuvled ehortly bﬁ-
fore the stert of the eneny atfack, end one could presune that thls
hendquarters, vwith its ﬁm;la sources. of informetion, wrs Letter able
to foresee the coming of an eneny attzek than was pospible at divi-
eional level.

It wes therefore an unwelcsne eurprlaé for the uivielon when,
0il ‘b liovember, Leginning at D8.00 hours, the enemy lall down a two-
hour? drumfive onn the front 1line, rron the PIshtiwing os Ter As). and
Ineduwidng, onedurt. The eneny attick wee launchad along the whole
bLwy l‘rcnt .

Ay wlre 24 fMun‘c ttnna foruane vero 1nterrup*ed ) rsdio

'n

Qﬂﬂmu1lthtioi elthe wdth aayenvtc - unuertaintd o qO the aiﬁu&tta
-ﬁt'“he frnut-!' -ibtmrur o1 oF ‘0&“9 crme the flrﬂt #ﬁport trom he fﬁ¥
111ory, BEAtinG that eHemy tsnka vere rd*?in& tornrue pzz‘nma 1af '

Iatltt froin. the dirrct*nn oi.Radbicnurt' gituption at ”Pntoie ﬂtilig;:ﬁ

;qbqura. A 1&##16 lfter anme:tha pe ort thet she orew L;w ontpr
:noﬂénviﬁ. ”LiQGly ctivity by enemy fighter bnmberm Pnoecinllz

3 arainat nrtﬁller" 1onitinns There vrs uhus no forther uoubt thnt
iths Che emy'ﬂ 1prge-acalo at*ack 4l 5 axten&ed-alnng our-uiviﬂiﬂﬁﬂl _
-'f’_*ﬂnt s £0% be Bhe *ine-!{rﬂ“ﬁ Canaly: -"-‘; , bk
¥ Arnung noon 053 Gren Rt “eporteu thet raconnﬂie*:uoe,rn&

?tho r.atementq of :*rn*rler& shnfirmed thet the eneny hud enteved
.“ojeﬂvAG shnrhlr r'%@r the uru.rire, J:q*royea n?e T Patialion thoyrey
j‘rﬁ ebv*qunlg L!“ﬁh‘vh *;e Seinls briﬁgﬁ 1nt;ot, A B L P’“v“”y gﬁdnei

n@lu on t“e sauthern elopéa of Ri11 8a0, - The werimontly lagt

T,
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fbcring_fbrcea on the right re-established., The division did not

have the forces reguired for thle,  Locses were very hishi one
battdlion wes conpletely aestroyed.in Moyenvic, two further Lsitalioms
hed suffered ccnsider‘ble cagualties in maintainln: thelr positlons.
It vae therefore impoecible 1o rolerue any forces from thet part o
the front whilch wae not under atiack during the following deoye, for
commitment on the risht wing, which wae most a@rioualy threctened,

Cn the firat Qay of conbet one could thus elecrly furcsee the
denger of a gtrony thrust elony the Petlte Jellle aiming et Bplitting
thie front at this Soﬁnu9ry Letyesr, tyo #djsceit unite. In the south,
20, the énemy had begun en athtack in the directién of Blamont, vhilch

aimed. north-erstwadrd, towerds Seprburg. However, the HLS InD DAy

eabesred to e hﬁluing thiie attack, for the mouent, But since thle

re. anvelapsu nﬁ t"o~s$&5§;ﬁé '~¢-
i £ (o : g

1 mg opda;: pb mova ib‘he rronwéﬂﬁh,,.

ay ma "iibmlng M 9 Hbvemﬁﬁr tHe WAt e w-" mi retrouwing; m

__the e posiuioq hsq hEtn axgaptaa unliuﬁerau uv the enemy, nd 93&
:}ron Rgﬁ'e aeﬂ%r mﬁ., 'ba»ﬂ. e:ﬁtgnﬁ eﬂ. to tnaiﬁde J valaec. *c: t.he |
fﬂmﬁ’“-* th%t hu& éweqhhgt lus i qomﬁittﬁd inn I; ﬁot 9 1ﬁn{q¢ xﬁﬁ aw”*f
-"'-'-he ﬂ,oi a,;ﬁ' "“w nltgﬁt}qn on ;m.l §M Who unohe gl - mrmg thg
,ml& H!-F :sﬁth.:‘fme amm;« ..&lsmmted g}isé;&:;n 6;’ t:imv nn.’_ ~ﬁ'&m;;.l




#*_.jw Ihaﬂ!sht,pparation by aameult anuineera wlth bhp mleaian ef*' "
ues*rb;inb the Geil@e bwiage which haa tallen 1nto eneny hanqs 1ntnctf
v ‘e ori‘"e woe reﬂcheﬁ butJf

Juld not b¢ ﬁlowh up owihg tp tha yig;?,
13006 BI tﬁi anamy,. L 'y 8 .

Al 3 gy
4 i
¥ ek !

;{ '.': During fhe nt h&t the divﬂ!inn learned that 1ta sﬂctor Yed been
#xﬁenueu P, t0 thn kctlte Bei le, and uL&t 1* was 1ts nlesd o to
there
ogeuy Heanont tn order tg re- entebzish o«ntaot/ritn the 56 Vrlke

ey

drbn Divlllon.. For 48 uurpose, Lince otber *orcea vere unaveilable,
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?ﬂiv&sion haﬁ Hesun againat Hampont tn eountar this could therero‘
 even 1f succesrful only be of imanrtance Va & delaying Aotion, 'These
forces were t”o Leek to fc‘ieve a 1nntinv angcess, Horythie the |
“annwitment af 8 wxdWe rarinantpl f9r1nt1,n wonid have YHeen raq“iwed
H;we?er, vhet conld be abﬂbmpliahed with one reginent on 10 Hovember
.cdula.probablg only'be:maaterea by & whole divisipn on the followlng
oy, A e |
h whien, on 10 Novémber in the'éﬁrly-morning, the'enginner batmu
tellon apuwroeched Ham?ont; it woe etruck eluulnneously on the front'
by tanks from Herypont end 1n the flenk by en infentry stfazk out of
the foreet to the south. The battallion wed &t once destroyed,. No
Ione roturned apsrt from a few strocilere. The CO and all officers
¥vere misging, Hampont wes aXeady in enemy hends. ¢n the right
wing, the newly committed Lattalion 1n the forest ves froed by the
eneny a ehort dlstehce rvey. During the couree o1 the day, tie
enemy thrust forward from Hampont towerls Obrek - thus completlng
elresdy the splitting. end outfleniking of the uivieinn;
| A8 ‘an ‘enemy, thrust ‘esetward . towsrds Wulsse wae ﬁlﬁo three~
tening, the division determined to do ite viuoat to counter the
tlireat to Ate northern £1lahk, &nd throw 1in the antl-tank companyie=
which eolll consipted of five guns - at Chetesu-Voud. It was clear
thet dhis cofipany. could - nob go Into seticibelore. the uorning: ol
11" NovembLaP, The succegs of Lta Pece agcingt the more mnbilce
enemy wes doubtful.
When, during the afiternocn, ‘& 2 cm Fortregs Fle-NG Brttglidn
(B6F only Iimited wobility) Wwre sdglghed to the Qivigisn, thie wWae

comiltted [lor $he extennion of :the rioht  wingy < Mrie-2Y8o0  0ould only
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Jheoome effective uuring the night of 1 Rovenber. Thia battalton:ﬁ
fcoulg not 'be eﬂoloved in open terrain owinb to the helght of its
.Weapons. It wae therefore used to occupy the edge of the forest,
n supaort sf the rirht wing, up to south or Chateeu Voué, eo that
“1t could cover tlie ground ¢ long the stresn to the vwest of thie lo=-:
aélity and provide éome'ébvering fire for the anti=teni troops ale~
cpetehed An that direction. :
The divieion ned ‘glven due Gonsiteration to the guestion arlk

_siuglas to whether the reinforceﬁenﬁe recelved anring. the lasﬁ.ﬁvo
aays ‘enuld, ‘with grc*ter effect, be sent forward - foreining the

gupvort of ‘the statlonery wing -~ to points in the xnoridlrection

of dhe eienla tHOUBTES. TMeEse Pornrtione; whleh were in Hars utter-.
1y battle-weAry, - and ‘in ¥ e, owlntivel thely stete ol arginlzetlon h
ehc Trpining,” only #4% Tor actlon®in a limited wey, Here Hot BLIll-
ciéntly proof efslagt erices to We tlirown i, An lssléted poglUizng
cgpdiat e surerdor enchy: Sghting only with the ‘sujport of  LANKS.
Ag 'the Conmitiertt of e enpineer Lethalion LAl sliown, Bhey would
{be overwhelpeu in the first encounier. The dlvisliongl conmand
coangidiered that it would be porve adyeantapeous to dncorporste tlhiem

#oin time by
ini o wore PArmly-init strudure end, by extending sbe 3 1nh,/cnmoelling

the enewn) to strike further northy

On the rest of the dlvisioncl front: the: eneny reaained com-
Yo 18

alevely Ansetdive ageln that day. Hef%f;n ceveeld le efforts to
galn conplete contvol o1 ALl SO0, Thie confiviied the view th&t.
e Herve only esncennou A ABRCTHe Hroveciioy of nlsg. eésetern ‘Tlanit,
Belore the gentny 4& ﬂ?e Ericut;' Jie ‘only Proved the line with regohn—
Relpapice prtrols, Ouls ertillory attacked tmh¥s and &rmored scount



45carq Nhich Here vuvanoing to Ley “nﬂ Lezey, with visible auooesa.
;fIn the south,the ooh Ing Div continued to hold against strOng artilp
'2~_1ory fire and evtucks in battalion atrength

. The weatwsru a¢ lient of the front on oither aiue or harsal

fnov meant & waste of forces 1nconsieuent wi*r the eituation' ita

Berve

.withurewsl to con/hforcea wos neoeavﬁry. WAth the aa>roval_of_00rpa
! H¢ the vithdrawael onto the ehorter line: Juvellce = helghts west of '

81 Medard, ipe orderei for the night of 10/11 lovember. This mede

1t poesible, By extending the front of 962 Gren. Rt o8 far as uhe '

‘Bealle,  to w1l out the IT Battilion of 0568 Rpt in orier to return
it to its vegiment in the resr of the northern wing. = The divisisnai

ceomnenc port wae transferred to Gsrmange.

11 November, The eneny epain’ only tentatively probed. the new

"“dne rccupiled by the right wing during the night. He attaoaeg, how-

ever, in the woods north of Haraucourt end achleved e penetration.
Thile wee then wiped out in a enunter-attack, with the uee of the 558
Inf Div. bettrlion which wee etill availseble =s reserve, -In the

wooded terrsin, which made observetion diffeult, we agaln snflfsred
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The II'Battalion of 953 Rat,” which had been pulled out during

the night 1n the regrouping process, could not be sssembled in Blande

‘bglise untll esrly in the morning.  Its trensfer to the rear of the

right wing, imposeible by day, was therefore postponed until the fol-
lowing night. In the course of the dsy the division'e asrault gun
ccmpany wes returned. Coming out of action in our southérn neigh-
bofle gector, it brought baek only four zune, end these wé&re only

partially 1t for use cue to having been demagzed on the march, With

the II Battzllon of 983 Rgt, whoee strength wae now only around 200,

#nd this ascsault gun company, the divislon wre plenning to Lar the
eneny!s advance, on 12 lNovembexr, on the northern flank elthar side: of
Wulece., For ;this surnsge the two unite were led Lforwerd on the

following night into the wools

&0

yuthh of Wulase, ian order to occupy
Wulsse -~ 1f nececeary by an attpck = ini the early morning. . I.. Jrder

to cvnid belnz forestelled by the enemy during the nlght, an eper-

]

t 99

*eney unlt of about 60 men wse seraped: togpther and threwn forwvard
o aeoupy wulsce, ni the Pal loonted veet of 1t wne brought up. This
oporation ok suecnppfwl1f cerried cutvduring the night.

Cnece pgpin-the Queﬂtion;arose ~.pg. 80 often in thoee days -

whetlos the uivieibn woultl be cble to master the eituetion vith thees

're*ﬂl:c“. ”hnt the aivielon should alwrys e 1a**1n~ behind th

enemy'ﬁ WOVeE whe an'inevitnble congeauence of the fnet thet Fforceg
were dacking at all points, and no mpore recerves nvallable. ' To ward
ok e g -1 crisisiat one point, forceé_hr; first tq'be relessed from another
point nhot underienemy ettaok &t the time. Anolher couge of Geley

wag the absolute enemy alr superiority whlch made prectically cvery

A}
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day;ight movement of formations in open terroin 1mpoaﬂib1e. Dur%ng
the battle in which the Glviglon sought to reslet the enem"'e out=
flanking movement, no reserves had, up to that time, roached the area
in which they were to be committed in time tn he fully pre)areu for

¥

Gefenese vefore the arrival of the erneny. In shorti owing to the

enemy'e supsriority in ell splieres 1t wes an unedqual pettle for space
and tinme, It ie, of_course, ugually the attecker who dictﬂteﬂ the
‘gourse of sction; but a successful defense 1s only posesible 1f the
absolutely nececcnry operntional anc tgotileal reeerves g1z on hand,
Where these ueans are lacking, there 1ls ohlr one correat declalont

Delaying action !
On- 12 Jovemober two events Lrought the divisien'e northern wing
into a wvery serious position:

Yy The Sroops CrRriying out tie opcration agalnet wilgse, "who

hed started off early in the moraning, ran into heavy fire from tanks

o the epuosing heights, belore recehing the loocallty. The troops,
foreced to the ground, peurined in the arces 'of tle strop: The 28~

aenlt sune oovld nobt leeve the cover (fforded Dy the edge oI tlie
Torest, 1o go to tliedn . support. The eneny penetreled inlo .lsee

ana wlped out the troope occupying the locallty.

&t *he spma time the enexy,auoeeedu& 1n mukinw o uréahygg

i- ' : 5 3
: 'thrcutjl fm the fareﬂt. ¢ He us} iztl fa:':*t n’*\i e "’s T e (the ?" beran%
E ¥

’1

o grme. | ) erﬁp 0e Mgﬁ e 0 enemy rnm uere uwuer e eh'
F A&um: ttk 1t'&}' 1‘1 I tok

N ey

uuring the nfternonn uith aver: rvail;ule man unuer *hc comanu or

regimsﬁtaa ﬁD,'w{a (:4 fgilure. “fIn thie: nnrthvrn vart of the ,orc*t_

i

Sl oo . JEias

enémw thruat ’urthcr %pat; iell}gn the_rrnnult gun ﬂﬁquh““in'&

-".I'iﬁt 11."“?6, $ 3k GF u\‘“PL.. u:l({ {'?l:lé; ,PL& 'Qtl'fTﬁ then 1.1 i'le rrenl" 0.:.
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iy AV Shenal $hruatisne 1ocated outside’ wmilsse.

The wey to the enet thus lay open to the eneny; but he did
hot exploit hie opporfunity, se glving the dlvision snother chance
to throw forward unitg'tc b;r nis peegsnge, |

The decleinn to withdraw the right wing egeln wap self-evident.
The ordsr was given to fall Dack onto the new maein line of Qefense,
running from 1 I weet nf/%%guze - Morenge roed, throusgh the
hille 2.5 km weet of Genectroff to Mulzey - 3Blanche B3lise - Donnelay -
pond 1.5 km esst of Donnelay - pond weet of Bourdonuay -~ Lagarde,
o the nizght of 12/13 November,

The 1T Battrlisn of 963 Ret, agein very much dlminiehed, whioh
wae locstet cuuside Wilseé, and part of the ac-ault Zun crews who héu

1 able to blow up thelr gune Lerfore the enewy capturnd them, were

succcrafully pulled out of the enemy'!s pincer novVement arfter dark,

and eamnitted once more, The gronter pert of the Fla MG veapons wes

also logt thet day; the Fla M3 Battollon was from then on only £it

,’br emulnvment Ps anninfpntry combﬁt unit. _ The trobpg ha& sufferad

'bé eidbrnblé Oaauitieh An these dﬂfs ol combat ia the rbrb&t, g0 that,

Iaﬁiecia 1y 1n”¥be aeator o* the G’S Greﬁ Rgt, it qu only poanible

:to m&intsin B aeourit; Line more 1n tha natu“e nf o 3u0033510n of

on uhe reP+ of the divirinnﬂl frnnt tue ensny 8tilY, os béf;nﬂ
remvined pnaﬁive and oLy gent forxuru recnnnniscsnce Hntrwle. our
Lreconnaianrnc; uatrols rapnrteg thnt Heraugourt and ilerss) were not
ooaupieu UJ the eneuv. |

In hur rLEht Welghborly sector fde eﬁcmy'tsaliénutrﬂted L o8-

_:__'_l.:\r,'.'_r.'s fer :1.-‘- I.xe breh&.‘:_n < Conthiy .L.‘I.ne, thue 9._.1_-..:'ugec‘;'-:*.-;--,L_: ;;ncx-o':.in,,'en.



'fﬁnd tke ﬁmportant railroad Junotion of Beneetroff, In the south,
”on 11 November, he hed extended his atteck along the entire front

the 550 Inf Dlv and on 12 lovember, against leesening re:zistance,
hid broken through on elther side of Leintrey, This wre an omen
of operatlional developmente to come ~ Unleswforcer were avallable
to prevant them, or & comprehengive deolaloh taken !

On 13 llovernber the divielon slso succeeded in preventing an
enemy aavsnce thyrough the Foret de Bride snd the velley from Wulese
towards the énst, conpalling the eneny forcte to renc“ furtnher north,
poet Lidrequin, A chvering perty loceted on the roed north of
Arlangeferiie had nc contact wilth the enemy.

A Luftweffe englneer bottellion was placedl under the conumend
of the ddvigion, ant the latter was rrrlzned the nission of barsingz
the enemy'e peth to the eadt, towsrde Benentroff and Guebling, by

using thie "Dloeking unit! in a iine echelomed ee far forward s pos-

sible, = around Zarbeling - Lildrezing snd 1n the foreat south of that
locality (Foret de ¥oecking). The Lettallon wzs . about 1o Dles up
P S

the rallrosd ingtellatlons at Benesgtroff, when 1t wae vrslzgned thils
nleedon, Itz eommiticent could netureally only have & 1inited de-

glaying efﬁectn_ ‘The battalisn never enterec znrbelﬁn*'ﬂnd Liaraauin “?f'

ths 7

joecausa 1% wea foreatalled b, the enemy._' I‘ did auacoed hoxeverz
B 13 Havembcr nna in the nirbt of 10/14 An 0batrueting A reu amﬂl!uﬁbx
in t“e Foret de Kdeokinﬁ with abatia. TR ) R R M e

'VThe 1u-mnvember wna(ﬁ;fngﬂy CE R The enemy < who wae ﬂapaf¢

bctiﬁk;;@ﬁn on ‘the :rnccding ﬂmy - succ&eﬂeﬁ in pdno rntin gt sévEni -*

'ﬁ*ihta?i@,yhe fovet e Bpide, =naar ver n? thb'fag: Mo Pomaate

_ir@nt_mﬁs' aplitiun Ante scvénﬁl'egaba tvamﬂ.";@hﬂ I hﬂtuhlLﬂn.ﬁf.
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963 Rat,

‘& eﬁron,

K8 # B=0GR6.

enoircled, only' succeeded with
Dreaking ou t of the

ty detachinents of the Luftx

dinz the ohstroles they hed put up in the foret de Koecking,

elgn attacked Ly the

presced baclk, Thia meant the eoll

-y "l - a e
.- L‘-(" 1f.tt. I-r “l’

(%

Thie deyelopment of the sltuetion,

it

now mede/necessary to =bendon the foreet

frent behind tre Bourgs

Ltreff - Dlieuze

15 Novenber. At the esme!/ time, Bhuth of Dieuze,

ffe engineer bet¥sllion, who

gnemy ‘on the tornling of the 14

apee ot

ledn]
< w0

gome of 1ts elements in

pocket, during the following night. The specurl=-

were defen-
were
Tovember and

otir defenee An the forest,

the es=t wse now:finelly thrown open e ‘the eneny.

¢

which was net surprisling,
terrain and-withdraiy the
ector, In the ndghi Lelore

the iol owing

gliorter line was ordered) edce of foreet ._art »f "lgnche Eslire -

Gueblanche ~ pond ecat of Donnelay,

1 - - [y vy -~ ~ t
left before sthe front at Guenegtroff snd

the expected enemy sdvence &long the road

o ;15 WeB the end of ‘the diviainnl

A |

'cerning 1t8 nerthern wing

fhnd CQFt the dlvision heavy aaoririaes in wen and metarial.

S8trong

ana the outrlankiﬁg of t{

gnverin: parties were

Kerorich in order to delay
to Dleunze.

8 combate end enxieties oon-;;
combsts 1hlch W

In 1ta

new position the ﬂiviaion nnce ag*in had, contact in the nortn with

neighbor.
'Jiv afrainat the enemy 8 rttempts,uurinh
the aew,

\‘r

atbteck could be Lraught 5 r Btnuﬁgtill

wntinuﬁue frcnt nelr uubbling

A naw, u.e e'

buqaeaht unlt. i

A WA

15 - 19 Nov;mber

penetrption At Domevrﬁ weE reportel

Thrpu@h tha Aucanr qful interventinn 0 the 11 Pz
the £ollotdas daye, 15 eyllt |

and Bederstrn.;, the enemf

for . the time belnp.

by the enutheen|

On the mhrniﬂ{ of 18 rhvnmhpr.ﬁhé dAlivliedon ctoold with the weny
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“battle~-wesry elements of ' » right wing between Bourgelsiroff end

'Diauze (inclusive), behind a gector not unfavorable for defence, In

Bourgalastroff ‘contret wnes made with elements of the 11 Pz Diy. Both
sommand and troops vere grently relleved to know that they were

once more part of a more or less coherent structure.  South of

Dleuze 052 Gren Pgt, with 1ts twc inteot bettalions, occupled a widé
front, while there had been no chenge on the extreme left wing, south

of the Rhine-~Marne Cnnal, with the Puellier company.

.-.,,.-.:‘;.,.;w:_-_..—n,..,,,_-;..g- . T L B e

The eneny elso continued not to6 attack the front sruth o?f

Dieuze, but only tentativelr followed it end probed 1t with recone

| riadesence patrols., The expected attack alsng the road throuzh

: Eersoplel Yower'e Dieuze 114 nat ' uatarialize; the éneny nnly: sushed

. - 5 i L ™ - —
| Lorwhrd Hexe, 'tas,. wilthiveconnalescnoe nAtrole acalnsd the woverdng
;.
| : >
e oy % Ll ! . " L 4k Y s o s o T A vk o i y, , I ', R
| pertie t Terspich and Gkengnirold, tnithe other ihy !
3
: . 5] S i Y - -~ ~d = R A de ;- 3 . ] s = TRy ey b BT 1 St
& a0 nedh :-'\' pot :\, s " _"1_,': iyl ¥ {I%e 1 18 Vavembiey
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:thoir position.

and, bepoming more and mOre 80 everv day, Oompelleu our artillery O

Jd
o

5 54';

The enemy artillery and elr force were very active,

make rrequent chenges of gosltion.

“ seoon& Feetunga ”la battal;«n assigned to the diviginn on 18

Bovember; ﬁaﬁ-committed in the depth of the positicn. It h&d'sur-

fered coniiderable loeges through'artiilery fire an&“rlgxterubomber'

ectivity alrarﬁy b ilo moving into poeition, beoause of ¢onduct un-

~eultable to conditi~na in the :1eld.

The situetion in our southern neighbor'e séctor wae becoming
incrensingly threateningt Fron 16 to 17 Novemter, ‘the 650 Inf Div
hai to withdraw ontc the Avrioourt = Cirey 1ine. Cux left wing wes
pulled back behind the Ruilne-lerne Canal, and had to lLe extended to
iLoussgey, on 17 November Blajon_ whe loet and on the fol.lowlng

el e

night the CC8'D1v stond on elther side of Rechicnurtii the night af-
Il

ter thit, 1t wre elrenty on tlie Condrexsnge: - Joigny’ eThe stretch

of ornel from Houssey To Gondrexenge was unocdéupled. The enemy hed

only forged Baelk the covering pertiss 1eft behind by the 850 Inf Div,

in a‘bridpgehiead &% Mouscey, over the ecanel, but hald not €0 Tox orosr

geld the canel hlueell, Ag the crsnal woE only BlXx netére wlae, 1%

'S

rippecented ' e abatszele; Ancldentally. It formed the Loundary line

ctyveen ouy Giviesion and the unit adjecent on the left, and Lelonged

o

to the latter!s sphere of responeibility with reapect to dendlltion
teske £¥ the bridie oroesings, snd thelr preperetlon, Cn 19 Noven-
ber the cshal;, Torethexr wlth the sbove reg-onelbilities, wes trang-
Cexred "to /361 Vplke Oren Jiv, = only a fow houra Lofore (eocimive
gClicn woa to decour at 3recléely wat. Bpots whe long expected Crisis

ORCpITe Saoubhcrn Wing asd arrived, with the eneny atlteck yraceéading

¥ o “ o SR s o oy + . - . ' . 7
i thersrme Glrection. the crielp wee Boundibn Lale efipat .ot tho
sionk ands reer oi the Qivisdan.

TR s s Tyt aia




- B8 iw ]
IV, Combets during the Americen lerge-scsle attsck |
from 20 to 30 Nov :i4. | 3
(Bketech 3)
On the gfternson of 1& November the dilvigion was informed of
tile decimion, dicisted by the situation on the noxthern wing of the
19 Arny, o 3u11‘bﬁ0k the left wing of the 1 Arny behind the .Baer -~
Coal = Canal . The civielon wsa to retire onto the line: Loudre- 1

fing - Bleping = Sser Copl=Cenal. AE the wonded nature of the terrahn

-

mede 1t very aifflcult ‘tc obtoin o 'clesr view il the net seétor, the

Givircionesl commend decided Lo argrnize 1tz defense 1n two Bectorsi Aas

-

northern combat team;, 963 Gren Art with 8 light artillery betvallon,
from Loudrefing to the Boang du BStock (exolusive) (éteéng - pond); as
goithern. conbet teew, 582 Gren Ret with fvo 1ight ertilleryibetisllons

m

andi en ‘anti-tank éomsany, from Btang du 8tock (inclugive) to Heming

(inclusive), on the Boutliern wing contngt wns 8nmehow tn ve estabs
1ished withithe 668 Inf Div, onneerning whose poslblon nothing defl-
nite could e dlgecovered, when darknees hed fallen pnd 'the with-
drewel novement wee alresdy unhder wey, elemente.of the combet tequms
bedny ClspateheR clong their lLines of retirement, I or uy Chief of
Btef? wes ordered to report to Gorpe Hg, -recelving the order towvapds

21.00% ¥ T vent Hyeelf, erlenteoticid concerning the tence eituefion
on the northern wing of 18 Arny. .  Having penetreted the rront at
geverri nodnte, the eneny, in a rovld alvance, wag approaeching thé
'éapr enst of Gonlrexsunge, ar whe Vbages positions were broken
through; tlle fisnk-and reet of 861 Volxs Gren Div were in extreie

dnnzer. Chie Gould enunt on & Further eneuy #dvanes Iin the direcilon

QL PIRIZOUYE o Zabaen By srdex oflvhie” atny) gy divieten vak o



“Band over a regimentel ocombat teeom with 2 <« 3 bLattallone end an
i srtillery battalion, to the 19 Arnmy. This neent axteneivelj U=

govering our front, and the transfer was to be carrled out that same.

night, The army took over roerongdibility for ny widely extended
front, wvhioh oould then only oongiet nf weak security detachuments,
The regiments) combat team wee to be dispatched at once to Sasrburg,
rrom where the rezimental GO wes to make oontect with the CO of ‘the
553 Inf Division.

T fully understood that this measure wes necescary, As this

developrent, however, could alresd; Le foreseen clearly ueys Lefor
I could not understsnd = even then, not only leter when the dimaster
hed 'happeneld - that

1. no #tepe had been %eken to prepere & reseévve force, Oer-

tainly, neltvher she atmy nor the Hecrbrwrﬂphe.hnd anything &t all'

Jon hend . but o dizh Command with foresisht could Heve, st that time,
b P i 'y ]

comnitted the Armored Treining Divi¢ion~(P24Lehr~Div3 wAith eome

srobaWllity of eucness. Ag 4t uee, tHe accision te Cﬁm"lt this

diviedon wag teken cnlﬁs HGVﬂmber,'xbrﬂ 1t wagitpoilute.
Ry terbnd this wag o Very frave errop ln the clrounstsnces =
the boundery line hetueen the tvo armies wes not Bimply ﬁieplacéd
urther enut 1, end ny reglment veed b0 extenu ny left wihg over the
Rhine-l=rne Cahal tovearis- the south, |
By doing thlas pne c¢ould perhapi et leagt have prevented: the

-

break=throuzt towerds Bearburg on 20 Hovenber, snd galned tine for

8LCALIoNEL ierguber. . As 10 wed, however, this repiment was cagtiin-

g8 CuOI‘

B0 the alresdy Witensble Sitantion’ Jonicutlie 5 Inf Liy) lhere it

(Y

ooRid MNott.gd Antol effective notion; heoguse il taloommitanent vhs deleind,

T T T R .~ AL RS N e ]



i

*fand ther# 1e t oAy Ep ere. of Oﬂmmanu. ) Ewde LE

of 95% th Which rat seen yulled out, AB‘UTO hrt n’&ons ot 5b3

-Inf Jiv Hiud n";trcn.tn of uO - lho wen ench mela nul‘e& cuu fr

X8 ¢ Be626, | | - &7 =

As my soint of maln effort had Yo be on the southerr wiig,
along the Rhine-Merne Cenal on.elther pide of Heming, atd itiwes
neceéssery Ior the :rtt&liﬁn diepetched there to be committed in
good tlme, T declilel to cxeoute the order I Led recelved Ly cou-
bining the nortiern bettelion snd regluentel syvalf of C6E Rgt with
one brttellon of 51 Ryt, to form the combipt team to be handed over,
The lgttey hrﬁt:iion vire. Ah the process el orzanlzatlicn from the
remnents of Inf Rzt 001, which had preturned in the uesnyhile fron
comnitnent elsevhere; sniwhote exiprtence vwne ’-nﬁus,cctei oy hizher
Lhesdaunrseéere, Only in tlle way could I arrange to have a whole
boattelfontat ayrdiennsitionfor Heluings The newly composed
regluent, with the Artillevy batitalion wag " Liverted Irom the 1line

-

of reétireyeny toyirds Seerburg, ahere ‘At arrived wt dary-break,

j

e

:J’ ror oW 0* nnimnuian see aaetch a.u

"\

The rupil;er ormﬁa y_uaa commmtted in plaee of the I Battalimn

IR
/_s-\‘ y

u Gwcn R -t e oomb&t tenm and’ pat at the Glepossl or;the divieion.

'Thﬁlttﬁf»'ﬁzp th ua nocu%ieu BEBLELYAWE -.ovrﬂ'm width Yy 50 km‘

mglt. gey Im’ ﬂ.ft tith 2 battaXinns (2P0 j16n), Fla nG B.‘ (100 mm}

fEnd r&gihﬁntal undts . e _ I iy _ L

-

Leity Ii Bethnlion® of G568 Rrﬁ'hithlsubor&tnvtrlfuailier GomﬁﬂnY};
gathcr_stiii-agc pen etrong. g
:Thﬁf wie the-entire force acaugving the nedn defénne Iine !
&  Tﬁéﬁv-ka8 1o, oonte ot with t /8 B3 Itf.ﬁiv Qnning the nig&ﬁ,loo.

WAL U4 war Tert o thE | ANEEMUARE T4l of the 06 of 007 Gren Bit
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kalled,

U8 # B-6R3.

o dissover the whereabouts of the dlviel-nal OB.

Cn' the morning of 20 November, towards 0800 hours,

Battalion of €62
Heming and had already entered the loeslity.
of mislfortune, I went over there,

wards, 0800 hours in the nelghborhoocd of Yils JP in E:

siith a

the II

Rg¥ reported ‘that the eneny wes ptircking at

premnnition

and met the bettailon CO to-

rchhelim. He

informed me that the enemy attecked a% day-bresk under cnver of

a . gupng barrege

orlge thrust, and wra alrendy on. the Heming = Saarbury

&)d emoke=-poreer, chiered the locelliv in & gur-

rord, with

tanke, Tie 0 wnt then ensaied in vudldlingyup & new fradt, with

&4

the lasl remnante of hie battalisn, along the' edues

AT R e . M5 & =i Fp s sLkR ] AR | 5y L

grth el -Henlhg. e locallty we nder neavy artillery Iire.
34 MECR - gy e ol L h ~ 7 Ay L TP I, TN . Y e 3 1 o e - y -
e antl-tank Company  hod beetwdeleyved and Lad ot atrlived 4n Tine

for e rective connitment elon: The §re sell of ‘canal;
5] X

An . tlie .roccsa of taxkn up gositians on the edﬁc af
THE ‘anly thine wiiioh I eonld etiXl offer'him'for the

Lig dront wae the Pla Compeny..  The two ot 1ianae

it whé_now
Yhe rorest.
suggo.t of

of the 5563

. 54 1
Div cbul& nos be reaag for U E uefnre noony An 8% Jenn Ge Beegel,

He would L'vc fo i hs1d tac
oz . ral
bude rord &% leaat by Ah outslenting nevement,

pbances, a. counter=citsoi 80 reconture Heming couli:

'_intq quertion,

Purther evente on:the enuthern ving ocourrel ae

neitiﬂw ot Eiy Soet un%il the sorivel
.I:‘-.’.’."*".'?I'Ut:alf‘-I'NJE' wede 1t pqaﬂbl_e :.‘orhm to be Bdhe Heudng - Baers |

I-1n the circun-

no.lon er come

5

) B LTEER

Tolade 10, 00 houng the onemy Henetreted lntn the forest norgh

the level of

£ Bgrehheln and. threw the be
#NR6UAJ O park O the Pek W ¢ loat: . The bt

e 8O of the TuRottodlon o2 S8l Avnb et

ttolion beck up to/Kerprich sux Bola,

Snlien eonmendier™ wne

= 4 songing



M8 # Beczs,

- 30 &

now with hils Yattelion in the very front line - succeeded in
brin%iqg the enemy tanke to a temporary ﬁtandstill. n his
battery posltlone, he Vegan to establish a r;ew front. Teemeny's
movements 1ndlcated thet he wasa striking eastward in the direction
of Haut-Cloche.

\

Towards noon & Adlstorted vadisc mesenge froii S62 Gren Ryt was
received, from wilch eculd be gathered that one bLattellon ol the
re,imen+ wves dn actlon in Sesrburg, the other Lottellon comnitted
on the hslitite north of the town. Quti of thie situstlon 1t wlght be
nogeible ‘to produce & eontinuous defensive flenk, 1f the mlaging

center portion coudd Le supnlied,
o Ag; L the e e Hlue, the two zenk bettellong of the £58 Div

had anwiveu 1n St JC(F ie Bar N hei Yesh corbined into one bat-

_Lalinn, thie WeR naw uiﬂumfched v*a Gosrelnipc'rnu Dolving, with
te mieaton of eanﬁ“rih; hill 341 (4 Je Horth-west of Srerbung)
,in an attnok, and oios;ng e g6p betQPﬁ the elementa on either:

sicde aof Lﬂrqriﬁh B E“is Wﬂu tho obrtvellonior HERRAY narth of

sadrburg, To. rerch "ite objledtlive the batfsé s hadil0 ko ¥0" &0,

and gt 14get three hourﬁ AuEtiSees before 4% ohull Lroause eﬁ*ec-

tive redulbnii o The eneiyls BetivAtyi e guch. thid "theve Arks IBLE
o, 8 prithe pleh succcruing. & Bttt Had to ue thled ! Thc D‘t-
YrivE '

110“/fhercfaro t"hu inptrudted. to mttiek, 481t cricountbered the

LuLM? LonJer, Al 2t lerst renoh the vopd betusen Héubt=Oloche

fnd. Basrbury, The. P;uiliﬂ ¥ received inptiructinng. t48 aundort

» PR o T R Y e i Rt e “ CHO RS Rt T B
THEE ANt W S Ln o TR PR B FA RSN T s esdtion Yot dh Roi
. i3] g on Mite R ok Tl o e T S e R e - » -~ 0 Jus it o
AB GOl nnly e exgeeteds Wie bastolion alresly encountored
e 1 ¥ i 7 . - ] .
Wit ARG TR g 14 Ap |y R RO - T L R MU~ W R T8 4 Al i i i §
A. Ay y PRI gy (O RO F:’_ [ % = L (6 il i BT el E‘:" (V8 b OL
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haut—Cloc:e. The battallon coudd 1ot move forwerd and remalned

‘on. & level with Heut-Cloche, Conmunications with the I Battalion

of 9952 Rgt could not be re-established. In ordeyr to save the
artillery, the slements on either gilde of Kerprich avx Bols were
nowielso pullied Pack to Langatte, znd on elther eide of 1t. The

road to S-s:rbur wes now in enemy hande. For 1te protection, h

weg thirupting north. He had cessed hia attack on Xerurich sux

Bols, but wee now ptriking out emstward of Haut-Uloche snd driving

further nortk,
The Mue Qo hed been julled out of the cansgl front and trans-

ferrel to Dolwing, in order to Dlogck the nerruvw passgge between

the: foreat and the Easr. fhen 4t arrived there, towerdis 16,00
noure; theeneny was already "before the dates" with hlg tanks.
Tovariia 28,00 enemy tanke thruet in %o Goeselming; beyond which,

tcrtunrtclJ, i }euium“hdwltzvn uﬁktrry vee installed 'thﬁﬂ:banFf‘

erﬂge 4rom dmdﬁg

wThe ditiﬁt@nsl sthfr‘anﬂ elementP n; theasim-{

e#a&t tﬂﬂ enemy, et clo

tbvn?ﬂa the nﬂr*hsf

-f:

nrl batféli)n begﬂn to eﬁgﬂnige tﬁéiue*ensé=6? the 190511t" or

St Jﬁnn aa Baﬂsel 8 ff O

ﬂrom othﬂr reun*t*'oﬁmix" i“ 'U“inu thﬂ unuree o; ﬂhe daj,-ﬁhg,

'. bC‘ ’B"mh.le'tei.g,. o A

T

3 *onnras 17.:L hOurr enemy taﬁmn unexpocteuiv'bvmke tﬂto Ooer~¢_

"tinza 'haj "y&rtr ok f thﬁ Al vtei fatsin tﬁ”’ 'incTﬂF ngtsie motor

'ft?fuu &rt aeo' 1, Vere *oo¢ted Mo et sh pers 3nne* b g ebien.
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SPMOYel WrolDy carrying Anfantry, sdvancing on the rosd' fron 'Obers

pliingel to Rauviller, towsrdsa 17.00 honrs, Strewelers from fthe
gtat? off.J Battalion of( 062 Rat revoymitlat their bettelion had

y o

een-attacked ‘on the helzhte north of Eacrburg, . around nosn, by

strong enenmy ermored forocas end Anfantrr. They hed suflerad
Heavy doures end were fineily dispereed in the forest. The hat-

tallon CO had been killed. Fighting was taking place in Saarburg
at the time.

The two ertillery battalions hed changed posltlon during the
oftefnonn, in the area &around Gosselming. Three gune had been
put out of action by tank fire, Several enemy tanks hed been put
out of actlon or damaged while attacking Gosselming. The bat-
talion of the 683 Inf Div, which had been run down by the enemy
east of Haut-Cloche, had flnally retired to the forest north of
the locallty, sond the Fue Co from Dolving to the forest on the west.

After thelr radlo messsage &% noon, no further radlo communica-
tion with 962 Gren Rgt could be achleved; there wes all > absolute-
ly no infnrmation coneerning 563 Inf Div. The right wing (953 Gren
Rit) reported no enemy contact. There wag no r port from the
gupply troops, who were located in the area Lixhelm - Hangviller -
Rauviller,

After reviewlng all the results of the dasy, the divislonal
commend evaluated tlie situation ae follows:

whereas the enemy had not followed up before the uorthcrn
wing, the division'e ¢outhern wing - weakened by having to give
up a reinforced regiment - hed been struck in the flenk unex-

pectedly and destroyed by superior infentry and ermored forces

e
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The weak reinforcements thrown into combat could no longer save

the situation. They were eimply drawn into the whirl of evenss.
The reinforced regiment which had been dispatched to Sasrburg,

to our left neighbor, arrived too late, or did not succeed in making

contact with the division there, to be effectively committed in the

circumstancee, Left to himself, the regimental CO had to take up

the combet in Searburg end on the heights north of the town, agsaimst

unexpectedly &appearing, superior tank and infantry forces, although
he had no anti-tank weapons., The regiment wes split up, destroyed
and overrun. Attempte by the divielon to meke contact wlth 1t had
felled, and there wae now & breach of eight kilometere from Saar-
burg to Gosselming. The area to the east stood open to the enemy
free operational action. The way through the Vosges into the
Rhine plain wee open, the splitting of the two armles final. The
enemy wes alreedy advancing with motorized and arnmored rforcee from
Saarburg vla Searaltroff, Oberstinzel and Reuviller in the direc-
tion of the Vosges pess to Pfalzburg, and hus reaching the di-
vigilon'e rear communications.

he eneny's advance northwerds to the west of the Baear was
eimply for the purpoee of covering his flank, There was there-
fore no doubt that he would aleo cover hie route of advence through
Rauviller by attacking to the north, The important thing wes to
prevent these enemy rorcee from advencing further north.

veclieion, which was approved by Corps HQ: New defense line
élong railroad snuth of Hit*ersheim - Berthelming - hille 322 and

(8]

30 (either side of Hellering) - hill 319 (north-esat of Rauviller)

= S¢chalbach.
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How far the divielon wes capable of holding this line, depen-
ded on whet forces were still available. For the moment the ele-

ments of the left wing were still in the area south of Gosselming;

‘thelr condition could not yet be reviewed. Corps HQ held out

gome hope of a few, small reinforcements, which the army wlehed to
make aveilable, Finally, the occupation of the proposed line de-
pended on the behavior of the eneny. It could only be occupled
where he had not yet penetrated. Of couree, no attacks could be
made for the purpose.

The combat strength of the left wing finally reveeled 1itself
ag more favorable than wee to be expected in the clrcumstances.
Compared with the combst strength of the day before, there were
Btill:

in II Bn of 952 Rgt, after & lose of 50%, 160 men,
in the 5563 Inf Div battallions, after loss of 26%, 130 men,
in the Fus Co, after loss of 16%, 100 men.

In sddition, & unit of about 100 men was organized from Zun
crews who had become available, During‘the night, two pollce
compenies of the army arriﬁed, whose combat velue coula not be
highly rated.

Theee forcee were committed to occupy the new, maln defenge
line, They were very weak to put up an effective defense. The
line could only be extended er far es the ioreqt north-esst of
Rauvil

In his eastward thrust the enemy had fortunately kept to
the roed,. Polnte of maln effort hed to ne formed where further

enemy thruste northwerd were most likely, which was, above all,
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on the roads leading north from Hellering and Rauviller, The
divisional CP wes traneferred to Diedendorf on the morning of
21 llovember,
Two staff officers were dispetched during the night, wlth
the special miesion of making contact with the supply troops.
They never retﬁrneu from thie mleglon. The divielon therefore
did not know the fnte of the supply troops. To antipipate: as
reported next day by the Chlef SBupply Officer, fhese troops, first
of all golng over automatlcally to local defense, could not hold
up the enemy advence via Reuviller towsrds Hangviller. tlowever,
68 (-4 wes able to save the most important materlel before the
eneny arrived, neerly all elements were pulled out of the danger
Izone,towarda the north, during the night and with only & few ca-
sualties. The elements committed in the ares of Lixheim had no
contact with the enemy at all up to thet time.
On the morning of 21 November, by superhuman efforts, the
new front was esteblished. For details see sketch . As the
morning peseed without the enemy attacking, the troops were &ble
to instell themselvés more or less firmly in theiy posjitions.
Lhen; during the afternoon, enemy infantry put out weak feelers
by Helleriniz and Reuviller, they could be repelled. On the other
hand a renort ceme in that enemy tenks were feeling thelir way
forwerd to Drulingen. With what could thile gep be blocked ?
In the night of 20/21 November the Corps HqQ wes trnansferred,
Ain order ton construct & new front aleong the edge of the Vosyes.
With what forces thieg was to be done wes unknown to the division.,

The latter ltself wieg placed under direct

commana of the army.
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Direct communication with Corne Hq wae cut from then on,

Combat nutyosté left in 8t Jean de Bassel had no contact with
the eneny. On the right wing the enemy felt hls wey up to the
front line with tanke, weest of Mittersheim, without letting him-
self become engoged in combat, This wns an indicetlon, however,
that something was being prepared there for the following daye,

since he ettached importance to the road going east through Mitters -

heim,
been

Loose cﬁntact-ﬁad/fhken up with the 11 Pz Div by the forest
north of Loudrefing,

Thus, by his insctivity on 21 November, the enemy had aliswed
the divislon time to collect itself and reorganize. Its mailn an-
xlety, how to regain some firm apport for the left wing, was very
much relieved by an order received in the evening. This order re-
quired the withdrawel of the divislonel front onto the line Ins-
viller - Mlitterehelm - Fenetrange - Bserendorf - Hirschland - to
south of Drulingen. There 1t would be reinforced by the army
assault bettalion, the army escort company and a "Magen" brttalion
(composed of men with stomach ailmente). The divieinn wee to
co-operete with a Volks Arty Corps, which had for the moment two
battalions, contalning partly long-renge guns which could be used
to haraes the enemy unlte on the march.

The divisional command decided to establlish the course ol the
new front line in such a way that, by Mittersheim, a small bridge-
head would be held, supported by the Grand Eteng de Mittcrsheim;
instingen and the heights north-west and north-ecat of Baerendorf

would be incorporated in the line, which would continue past Hirache
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lend (inclusive), along the sector south of Weyer, to the forest
gouth of Drulingen. While the 963 Gren Rgt combat team wae now
agsembled on the west wlng and around Mittershelm to concentrate
1ts efforts there, the Eagen Bn, which wneg subordinated to it, wae
comritted in the stretch of foreet between Mittersheim and Finstin-

gen. AdJacent, under the command of the CO of the artillery re-

glment (the division had no other regimental staff at its disposal)s

the artillery unit between the fores% and the Saar, the 5865 Inf Div
battelion up to Baerendorfi (exclusive), the II Bn of 952 Rgt
Baerendorf - Hirschlend, adjoining thie the police (two companies)
end from Weyer to south »f Drulingen the army esseult battallion
wes to form the left wing, extending across the big road leading
from Pralzburg to Drulingen. A8 the divieginon's only reserves,
the Fus Co and the army escort compeny were trensferred to Esch-
viller and Wolfskirchen reepectively;

Cn the morning of 22 Novenber, the front wae establisghed as
ordered up to the western edge of Weyer. The arny essault bat-
talion, which hed not arrived till lete at night, could not have
teken up ite position yet. when I went to Bee the upttalion
conmmander that morning in Rerg, he had just dispatched hls com-
panles to thelr sectors a few hourse before. It was to soon for

repnrt of thel

fe

» gpuccessful occupntion to have come through,
It wes learned later that the company on the left encountered
enemy armnored reconnalssance cors in Drulingen, and did not oc-
cupy the locality. This caused a deviation of the left wing

from Weyer to the edge of the forest north of Drullngen. In splte

of orderg rrom the divieion to attsek Drulingen, which c¢ould only
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be weakly held by the enemy &t the time, the &asesult bLatislion did
not manage to execute this misslon, through lack of initietive. On
the next day, 1t was already too late.

In the course of 22 November the enemy attacked .by Mitters-
heim, with tanks. Making use of a emoke-screen and strong artil-
lery fire, he forced & crossing over the c¢snal, thruet into the
locality end forced our garrison back to the edge of the foreet. We
had no anti-tank weapone there; he could not be held up by 2 cm M.
In the course of the afternoon he advanced on the road esstward,
wlth hie tanks, and arrived outelde Pinstingen. There he was suc-
cessfully held by our anti-tank guns, which put ceveral of hie tanks
out of action. Finstingen was held,

Eagt of the Saar, the enemy first of all thrust towards Hirsch-
land wlth a strong armored group, coming from Rauviller. Effective-
ly opposed by concentrated artillery fire and by two of our tanks
whlch, well concealed, opened fire from the Freywald (fereet north
of Hirschland), this group turned off to the east on the road to Wyer.
In Weyer, overrunning the right wing of the ermy aseault battelion,
the group did not remaln longer but departed towards the east. Durhg
the night of 21/22 November the divislion was eupplied by the 1l Pz
Div with one armored platoon, having only four tanke. This platoon,
occupyliug an absolutely outstanding key-position on the high ulock
north of Hirschland, from there saved the situation on several oc-
caelons during the following days., In addition the anti-ta

1 -
VaLllA W=

fengee were further reinforced byl

!_.l.-.l L] \l.

J. 4 aspault guns, which had been repalred by the/assault gun

company. There were held resdy in Wolfskirchen, together with th
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arny escort company, as locel supporte for assault;

2, b anti-tank guns, which were brought up to the anti-tank
company from a fortress antl-tenk company. These were committed
et Finetingen and north of Baerendorf;

5. the army assault battallion had brought along three anti-
tank guns for its own protection.

Thue on ite left wing (east of the Bole de Fenetrange) the
division agelin had at its diespoeal an anti-tank defense force of
16 pleces: 8 anti-tank guns, 4 tanks and 4 &sesult guns.

In the afternoon the enemy entered Baerendorf. No attack de-
veloped, as 1t was successfully held in check by our artillery.
With that, the day ended.

The enemy hed succeedeéd in capturing Mitterehelm; he was out-
glde Finstingen and in Baerendorf with tanke and infantry. A8 was
to be expected, these three localitles were to remein the cruclal
podnte in the engegements of the next few days. On the extreme
left wing the dey passed without notable events, but there were as
vet no signe of a coming link-up with the Vosges front, which was
sald to be beling prepeared, The small zap in the front at Weyer,

caucsed by the teanks rolling through, was repaired b; the agsault

battalion. Only the polize (west of Weyer), who were unused to
ned
combat, overcome with panie before the tenks,/Tled from their posi-

;ion and had to be brought back into line again,
On 28 November the enemy, advancing along the Saer Coal-Cenal
from Mittersheim with tanke, succeeded in penetrating into the fo=

regt position, but was successfully held up at Pont Neuf. Also,

o

4-1 - - ¥ ' e 4 1 ~ " 3
the comnmenader of 9t Pen Rt wae coupelled by events oce » .
A ov Jren gt wi pelle by events occurring in
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the sector of the 11 Pz Div to pull back his right wing to the
Hunster - Rothof Ferme - Pont Neufl roed. The Fla Battalion con-
mitted on elther side of the canal did not appear to be equal to
the siltuation, which fact hed already been evident &t Mitteraheln,
No wonder, eince i1t lacked combet experience e¢ infantry.

Towarde noon the enemy entered Flnetingen, heving enveloped
1t on the northern slde, and took full posseselon of the locality.
The garrieson, putting up a courageoue resistance, succeeded in
preventing the enemy from advancing further north on eilther slde
of the hill to the north of the locality.

On the other side of the 8aar, the battallon of the 500 Inf
Div, now threatened 1in flank and rear, began to waver. Its ve-
tirement was brought to a standstlll, and & line reformed hard north
of hill 316 - Poetroff. ' At Baerendorf the enemy aleo attecked
with infantry and tenks and achleved a hresk-through, However,
there he was stopped by accurate artillery fire and the interven-
Tlon of our tanka. During the afternoon the enemy unexpectedly
broke into Weyer. A counter-attack by the assault bettelion was
unsuccesesful. The police retired into the forest, thus leaving
a wide bresch in the front, which was fortunately not explolted by
the enemy.

The day again showed that the enemy was anxious to gain ¢round
08 far north ae possible in the general direction of Saar-Unlon.
Owing to already partlally accomplished facts, and 1in order to
sliorten the front, the diviesion wae compelled to esteblish & new

line during the night, es followa: Munster - Fenetrsnge road (as

T"_c-'w

8 the lake north-west of Fenetranize) - southern exlt of Nieder-
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gtinzel - southern tip of the Bols d!Isch = Postroff - Eachviller -
center of the forest south-east of Eyviller - edge of the forest
north of Drulingen.

Unfortunately the tenk platoon placed at the divielon's dispo-
gition by the 11 Pz Dlv, and which had been so outstandingly effec-
tlve, was renoved again.

Cn the evening of 26 November, the commander of an army engl-
neer battalion appeared at divisional headquarters, having been
asgelzgned the migslon of leaying mine-fields between Drulingen and
Tlefenbach. We agreed that he should firat of all hastily lay
mine-fleldes egeainsgt tanks and infantry in as grest & depth as pos-
aible following the couree nf the roads from Drulingen to Sasr-Union
and Petershach - Assweller - Rexingen. These mine-7ields should re=-
mein occupled end be finally cloeed or'f in the event of enemy attscke,
In this way at least something eould be done to delay an enemy aG=-
vance in the sector of this exposged wing. In the lioder sector, east
of Tiefenbach, other engineer forces were to be assigned, to pre-
vent an enemy edvance in the Voages by erecting obstacles there.

Qur own enzineer battvallon was continuougly occupled with laying
mines and placing abatls in the meln defenee line.

On 24 Novenper, on the extreme right wing in the neli’hboarhood
of Rothof Ferme &and in the forest north of the Sary Coal-Canal,
combats developed in the nature of asseult petrol engegements, in
which the enemy commnltted tanks even in the forecet. The line was

o o ]

held in eplte of & few penetrations. In liedevetinzel the ene:
broke in, but was thrown out egaln by & counter-attack. At about
the same time, towar 8 noon, the enemy pushed into Eschvilier and

gyviller, with tanks. Eschviller wae retaken in a counter-attack
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by the Pus Company with the support of the asesult guns, but Eyvil-
ler remeined in enemy hands, The tanke had withdrewn from the lo-
callity again.

Durling the late afternoon the enemy once more attacked Eech-‘
viller with tanks, and Postroff at the seme time, He penetrated
into both localities. The army escort company, committed in Poet-
roff with the aim of reversing the situatlon, a2leo supported by the
agsault gune, did not succeed in retaking the locality. It re-
malned on the northern edge, Two assault guns wvere put out of
action by the enemy. The Fus Coq wﬁich had been overrun by the ene=-
my in Eschvlller, woas able to sea) off the breach with the elements
which had escaped, on the slope to the north of the locality. Thus
during the night & continuous line - although of cnurse wetkened by
logses - wag established Just north of the two localitles. The
day had swallowed up the lagt small reservee of the division, The
followlng day could only be awelted with the greatest anxlety, par-
ticularly es the penetration at Eyviller could not be eliminated.

In the afternoon however, like a "saviour in need", appeared
the commander of the Armored . Training Division. He wae to
begin & southwerd thruet into the resr pert of the enemy flank, é&l-
ready on the following night (£4/25 November). However, as hils
movements had veen delayed owlng to fuel shortage. his divislon'e
ergenbly could not be completed before the evenlng of ‘256 November;
the atteck had to be postponed until the night of 25/26 November,
The elements of my diviglon located east of the Haer wvere to be
placed under his command. I came to an agreement with him that

the elements baslcally forming a part of my division (II Bn/952 Rgt,
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Fus Co, and elemente of the Pek and eemrault gun compenies) should
be at my disposal once hls attack was under waj, Concerning the
best way of carrying out this attack, my view wes that it should
Le launched with ite mailn welght over the line Bserendorf - Hirsche-
land, heading for Hellering - Rauviller; from there, according
to the situation, the forces would thrust either through the forest
south of Rauviller or east of 1%t. We both agreed that the forces
at his disposal were lnadequate for the successful execution of
his migsion.,

On 25 November, my divieslon therefore had to take over the
protection of the Armored Training Divislion while this was in
The processg of assembling, Ain the Wolfskirchen orea and to the east.
Ag the flret elements had arrived the night before, I had sciue re-
inforcements in my rear on 20 November, which relieved my anxlety
cbout the threstening enemy break-through at thie point.

On 20 November the enemy did not atteck in the sector of the

left wing up to and 1including Postrofr; but

) , Juat east of the 8eaar

)
he pressed back the 563 Inf Div bettalion into the Boie deé 1l'lIsch.
Weaet of tne Bear he repeated hils ettock on Niederstinzel end

aptured the locality. wegt of the Bear Coal-Canal, veriosus pene-
tretione in the forest and the situstion of the 11 Pz Div in the
neighborhood of Munster neceseltated a withdrewal of the right wing.
On orders from the divieion, 1t fell back during the night onto th
line' Altviller - Chateau Bonne Fontalne - course of the road to
lNlederstinzel - eouthern edge of the Bols de 1l'isch. The divigional
CP wes transferred to an estate one kilometer south-eact of Suar-

Unlon, On the starllt night of £5/26 November the Armored Train-

ing . Divielon lesunched ite atteck. The 3861 Divielon wee able =
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s agreed - to pull out the unite belonging to 1t, the same night,
and bring them up ae reserves into the forecst west of Rimsaorf,
The other elements located eaet of the Brar came undér the command
of the Armored . Training '@ Division,

By the following morning the Armored . Tralning Divieionn'e
attack had reached the line Hellering - Rauviller, but there 1t
coame to a standetill, iwo daye leter, arfter attempts to succeed
further east by meens of regrouping, the operation had to be gZiven up.

The 361 Div wee able, on the whole, to maintain the line 1%
held west of the Saer on the evening of 20 Novembel, Near Bonne
Fontaine 1t could even report a successful combet patrol operation ,
carried out at night, in which 00 prisoners were taken.

During the night of 30 November to 1 December all elemente of
the dlvision weet of the BSaar were wlthirawn from commitment there,
being relieved by the 25 Pz Gren Divieleon. The divieion wes trans-
ferred the same night to ite new area of commitment in the lower
Voezes,

The 361 Volke Gren Div may claim credit for having, durlng the
period from 20 November until the intervention of the Armored Prain-
ing Division, prevented an enemy bresk-throuzh on elther side of
the Baar towerds 8aar-Unlon, aithough its forces were weak end very
battle-weary. The division cannet e blamed for the breal-through
vie Sesarburg towarde the Vosges pagses on elther side of Pfalzburg,
on 20 Noveumber., Being weakened by the removel of a ;einfcrcea re=-
giment, 1t wis no longer in & position, with the mecne et ite dle-
posel, to hold up & go much guperior eneny,

The reinforced 882 Gren Ryt, transferred from the aivision, and
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the remnants of the 683 Inf Div fought thelr wey back to Arviller
after the hopelegs batfle for Searburg on 20 November, From there
they were compelled by a superior enemy to fell back on Pfalzburg,
where, on 22 November, they were encirgled. On orders from the
headquarters of LXXXIX Army Corps, which was in a similar position
in Zabern, the larger part of the troops, having destroyzsd their
heavy weapons, succeeded during the following night in escaping out

-

of tone pocket end fighting their way out north, through the moun-
taine, in separate groups.

The 11 Pz Div had succeeded, by locel counter-attacks, 1in
holding up the enemy when he started to advance north-east out of
the Benestroff area on 20 November. The break-through of enemy

aruored formations wae thus so long delayed, that they only reachel

the Baar, between Bearalben and Baar-Unlon, on 30 November,
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V. Combats in the northern Vosges from 1.12 - 15.12, 44,

(Sketeh 4)

After marches of 650 km and more the division arrived, on 1 De-
cember, in its Voegee secctor: Frohmuehl (east of Tiefenbezh) -
Wingen - Wimmensu - edge of the wountains north-west of Ingviller.
Certein elements were sent on in advance by truck transport. They
relieved a security force of engineers there in the morning, and
egtablished contact with the reconnalessnce battallon of the Armoned
Tralining Division, which wae committed eact of the mountalns
for securlty end reconrmssgance purposes., The majority of the unlts
had arrived by noon, so that in the course of the day and the fol-
lowing night a defensive front could be established, conslsting of
& puccesslion of organized tactlcal localities. In additlion the
units of the reinforced 552 Gren Rgt, which had béen reformed mean-—
while in the rear area and partly rearmed, could be committed 8o
thet the division'!s fizhting power was reinforced by two ireak batal-
lions ﬂhm the regimentel unitsa,. |

The division here again came under the command of its old HQ,
LXXXIX Army Corpe, which had escaped from 1te encirclement in Zabern
_eand, after en adventurous Jcurney, 1lng*alled 1tself agein in Biltsch.
The infantry general, Hoehne, had become Commanding Generel in the
meantime. The Corps HQ hed under 1ts command, apert from the 3561
Volks Gren Div, the 286 Volke Gren Div which wes Jjust arriving in
the aree of Hagenauer Foret and to the east of it, and the K45 Inf
Div, which was being committed gradually, one bsttallion after the
other, between Hagenauer Forat and the edse of the mountaine, linking

up with our division. AdJecent on the right of 351 Div wes the amy
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asseult bettallon, which was now subordinate to the 26 Pz Gren Div,

The 361 Volks Gren Div was disposed as follows, in the Moder

on the right, 963 Aren Rgt (II Bn/963, Fla Bn) in the strong-
points: Hineburg, Puberg and Wingen;

on the left, 9562 Gren Rgt (II Bn/962, I Bn/951l) in the strong-
points: \Wimmenau and hill 300 (2 km north-west of Ingviller).

Contact between these strohgpoints was maintalned by security
detachments., Security detachments were also sent forward on the
roads and paths towards the south, One battalion (I Bn/962) was
neld in Lichtenberg as reserve for the division. In addltion the
division etlll had the Magen Bn at 1ts disposal, but thls was not
to be comuitted for the moment. Of the artillery, each 1light bat-
tallon was directed to cooperate with one infantry reglment; the
neavy battallon supérimgosed to support them. The II Battelilon of
d61 Arty Rut, which had lost 1ts guns in the battle around Ssarbuig
and east of there, was not yet ready for action,. The entl-tenk ele-
mente were committed in Wingen and on the Wlmmenau - Relpertsweller
road, The divlalonal CP was moved to lnuterhousec,.

While there was as yet no contact with the enemy before the
divisional front - up t1X1l then eneny forocee were only fepnrtpd on
the mountein road through La Petite = Plerre, Eckartsviller towerds
the east - , he eocntinued his attack west of the mountains, and seset
of them pushed forward onto the loder sector and thruet risht through
it, before the 246 Inf niv had succeeded in establieshing itself tlere

on & continuoue front,
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At firet the division carried on lively reconnaissance patrol
activity up to the road La Petite Plerre - Eckartsviller - Sparsbach
- Ingviller, Brisk movement of motorized forces was observed there
and some prisonere brought in. The firet impreesion was that the

- enemy did not intend for the \moment to attack through the mountains
against the divisinnal front. Finally however, the divieion did
become impliceted on both wings when i1ts two nelghbors were forced
To retire, Ard in the end the enemy attack was also extended onto
the divislon's right wing, in the mountain terrain.

On the diviselon's left wing, the advance securlty detachment at
the mill 1.6 km north-west of Ingviller was attacked, on 2 December,
by tanks and driven back to the main line of defense. The enemy
precged forvard as far as the entrance to the mountains north of
there, and was repelled. The reconnalecance battullon belonging
to the Armored . Training Division had;ﬁgggd away before the 245
Div could 1link up with us. This contact wee never made, because
the 245 Div never reached the Modexr sector, Elements of i1ts right
wing were alrecdy attacked in the stretches Qf foreet north-east
of the locality, end in the following daye were precsed back further

o and further esst - thue every dey exposing the left flank of our
diviedon %o the enemy, in greater depth.

Cnfsluecember the enemy advenced to the atteck aghinst the
divislon'!s left wing. He succeeded in enveloping it on the north,
and driving ferward onto hill 300, With effective artillery sup-
port the 111l wes retezken in a counter-ettack, but the enemy coyld

not be coapletely ferced out of the forest. He stood firm on 1lts

elge. I order to protect our flenk the I Bn/952 Gren Ryt had to
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be committed with elements along the edge of the mountains to a point
immedlately west of Rothbach,

On 4 December the enemy attempted to force an entry 1into the
mountazing north of Ingviller, He thrust with infantry through the
forest, and with tanks along the roead. The tanke were driven off
by artillery and heavy infantry gun fire. Eneny infentry however,
established 1ltself on the rallroad west of hill 30N0. An enemy at-
tack on dWimmeneu, undertaken during the afternoon with infehtry am
armoyed prrconnalgsance cars, was repelled; on thls occaslon two da~-
neged arnored reconnalecsance care were captured. Hill 300 wag dis-
puted in severe combat during the next few daye; 1t was attecked
again dally from east and west, The enemy wanted to secure thils

point out of our defense line, in order thus to control thie entrance

this
To thie mountains. In/changing and bitter forest fighting, however

the hill was successfully held,

OQwlng to the Tact that on 4 December the right wing of 245 Inf
Div wae forced bzck over the Rothbach river, the enemy penetrated
into Rotbach with Anfentry and tanks during the following night.
The llagen Battellon, which was'committed there as further extension
_of the curved wing, arrived too late to prevent thie.

On & Decenber the enscmy attacked there and sdvenced in the
foreet to the hill west of Rothbech. A c%unter—sttpok by elements
of I Bn/962 Rgt deprived him of the hill again, but here too, he
¢ould not be thrown out of the forest; nor c¢ould Rothbach be re=
captured,

Cn 6 December the enemy already established himself in Offvillen

Bnd by 10 December he wae able to wncover the Llanik 6L thi dvilaion on
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paet Zinswlller to Qberbronn. Ae the divielon had committed 1its
lagt regerves to protect this flenk on the edge of the mountaine

*n to Offwiller, it could from now on only help itself by placing
abetis and mlne-fields. In addition to ite own wngineer battellon,
an army engineer battalion wes also committed for thie purpose. 1In
theee combats on the flank, which, in the wooded terrain, ngain.
caused conasldersble losses, the enemy could not achieve any out-
standing success, He remained on the edge of the forest, and from
-7-Recember onwaras gave up hies attempte to penetrate further.

On the right wing the divieion elso had en uncertain' neighbor.

At Frohmuehl, from the beginning, 1t had never succeeded 1n meking
proper contact with the army assault battallion. Already on 3 De--
cember the encmy drove a weuage between the asspult battalion :‘-’nd

the divielon's right wing, end thrust north between Welsslingerhof
and Buchvald, On 4 December Welsslingerhof wee logt and the assault

battelion thrown back to the edge of the forest north of the ldca-

Now, frem & December onwarda, the enemy attack overlapped onto
thie divielonal sector ae well, Enemy entered Puberg. A counter-
actack to retrieve the eltuation felled. Artillery eupport in the
wooded terraln was difficult. It could not = aleo in the following
deye - glve the hecvily engeged infantry the necesgsary scelstencs.
Ag the eneny aleo eatered the Buchwald (forest) from the west, the
right wing haed to be pulled beck during the night, from Wingen on,
to thie rallroed enl the northern edge of the Bnchx-ru.'i,ld.

After breaklng through between Roatelg end Wingen on G Decem-
ver

by ] ol 2 mn+*re ‘r-'.1-|- - e M| - - £ 54 e iy T3 — - -~ P
, .ohe eneny thrust into Wingen from the wert, In company etrength,
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While the main defense line on the southern outskirts held, house-
fo-house fighting developed in the locallty. when darkness had
fallen the enemy was successfully overwvhelmed 1in & counter-stteack,
and 140 prisoners taken. To the eaat of Rostelg other enemy ele-
ments had taken a hold in the forest, and could neot be driven out.
The enemy also entered the forest south of Volksberg, after the
aggault battallon had been forced back stlill further. The regiment
committed & small reserve force to seal off this penetration, on the
road south of Volksberg.

On 7 December the enemy took Volkeberg; with further forces he
thrust north via Rostelg and Hochberg. e weak securlity detach-
ments could not prevent nis galning the road north-weet of Kohlhuette.
There were not énnugh reserves to retrieve this situation. During
the night, sbandoning Wingen the right wing had to be taken bac’t
to the line Soucht - Melsenthal - road to Wimmeneu, Wlmmeneu wae
gtill held. 8ince the line wee very weakly held end had many gaps,
enﬁ timely artillery support could not be counted on due‘fo the re-
gtrictec vielnility in the Toreat terrailn, further, deep,enemny pene-

tretions had to be expected,

Wwhile on 8 December enemy attacke on Melsenthal and - & 1llttle
later - on Soucht were repélled, enemy forces ﬁnexpectedly apperrel
outside Montbronn - agein coming from the west ! The regiment hal, in
anticipetion,

’/Eommitted 1te lest reeerves (engineer and bicycle platoon) for the
protection of the artlillery located north of the locallty. The enmy
wes prevented from breaking into the town. During the night, this
combat team wqie reinforced Ly an emergency unlt of 60 men, collected
end Tormed by fhe dlvision, In changing combste on O December, Imt

12 Y ; i
Lronn was ne 2R ingt nented attooke and eveny vienet rot : A
1 neld E‘_.r inst r'ra.]{‘. OO AU LHACKSE N enemy Len ,;(’L'\(‘;r:g, UILtil
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the evening - with the effective support of the III Battalion of &&1
Artillery Rgt. On the otger hand the enemy succeeded during the
afternoon in breaking through esst of Meleenthal, on the road snd in
the foreest, He errived before Barreinsberg, where the regluentel
etaff end a few artillerymen were able fo liold him up on the southern
outakirte untll the evening.

In theee clrcumetancee the deeply indented front eould no longer

-

be held. It would not have been poeslble to hold up &n enemy break-

I
through on the following day. Therefore a draetlc declsion hed
be teken. The division requested ite withdrawal onto the line:
Lemberg - Mouterhouse - Baerenthal - Phillippsburg - Nlederbronn, and
the ehifting of 1tse right sector boundary to Just-west of Lem-
berg, which requect wee epproved by the corps. The withdrewel took
plece on the night from S/10 December, The divisinnal CP wae trane-
ferred vo the Btuerzelbronn forester's houee, In thie way, at least
the deeply exposea flanke on either slde were ellimineted for the
moment, end the troops in the front line ageln had & clearly defined
gector hefore them - even if 1t presentem/%ﬁﬁ:vornble charecter be-
tween Lemberg and Fournesu. There wre no doubt thaet the enemy woo ld
.continue to etteck on either gide of Lenmberg, with the alm of pushing
through, following the course of the roed, to Bitsch., For thls
reaeon we hed to concentrate our effort &t thet point.

The fighting power of the infantry had dwlndled to such an ex-
tent in the bitter forest fighting of the last ten daye, that the
Glvielon was compelled to adopt the most extreme emergency wmescures

in order to be able to cerry on the combat. All formatisone not opme

mitted at the front were once agaln ‘combed out!, to find every man
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who could be mede avalileéble, By this meane 1t wes poesible to
supply reinforcemente in personnel, above all for 955 Gren Rgt,
which had to continue bearing the brunt of the combet. The II1
Bn/963 Rgt oould be brought up agein to a strength of 200, and
the Pla bettallon wee also ralsed to the same combet strength
by the use of personnel from the rear formatlions. The combat
strength of the battalions of 9562 Gren Ryt was 81t1l1l 120 - 180,
On 10 Decenber in the morning the II Bn/283 Rgt installed
itself in defensive poeitione on either side of Lemberg, and the
Fla Bettalion adjacent to 1* occupled the sector up to and inclu-
ding Mouterhouse. The 0562 Gren Rgt took over the adjoining sec-
tor up to the exit from the mounteins at Niederbronn. Lemberg
wae reinforced as & strong-point, especlally by five anti-taenk
guns and four 2-cm MG. In addition, engineers mined the road
from Goetzenbrtick to Lemberg and the stretches of forest on either
gide of 1%, during the night, end & roed bridge Just south of
the locallty wee blown 'up. Advence combat outposts were plaoced
on elther side of the roed. To the east of Lemberg the division
was in contact with the 26 Pz Gren Div. On 1C December there
was no contaot with the enemy along the whole divielonal front.
when I visited the Q0 of II Bn/S63 Rgt in Lemberg toweards 08.00
houre on 11 December, the locallty wae under filre rfrom enemy
artillery; in addition, enemy tenke were juet feelling thelr way
forward along the road. when these reached the blown bridge
however, they stopped and turned away agein when they were flred

on by enti-tank guns. In the afternoon an enemy agcault patrol
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thrust into Mouterhouse, but was repelled at the cemetery. Cn
the other hand enemy foroces broke into the front line at point
040 caet of Lemberg, before darkneee fell, end presged forwerd
in the forest and the group of houses east of Lemberg. They
could not be forced back from there at night.

On 12 December the enemy attaocked Lemberg, and to the
weet of 1t. Whereae on the southern outekirts of Lgmberg the
atteck wae brought to a halt by accurate artillery fire, the
enemy succeeded in penetrating at Enchenberg and eset of 1%, 1nto
the gector of our right neighboxr, To the east of Lemberg &also,
the enemy continued his attack, exploiting his breakgthrough of
tne previous evening, and advenced as fer aa the raillroad. In
the &fternoon, enemy tanks attacked Lemberg from the wes<;  they
succeeded in breaking inta the locality. Since 1t was now en-
veloped on two sldes, the town had to be glven up. The eneny
had algo thrust forward eset of point 3ﬁ; ee far as hill 406,
Thues by the.evening of 1 Decenber the riéﬂt wing was forced back
énto the line from the 111l north of Lenberg to the rallroead
north of polrt 406, The regiment succeedew in reestablishing a

where
coherent Eecurit;.line/fuf;ng the night.

On 13 December the enemy extended the area of hls breék-
through toweras the eset, by capturing the hill west of polnt 236
and advancing near louterhouse to the snuthern edge of hill 3456,
A break-through on the rallroad no-th of point 406 led to the
lose of the ridge north of polnt 500, Our right nelghbor had

been foroed back on Lambach, while the II Bn/G562 Rgt still held

s

on either side of the road Just north of lLemberg

PR Sl e
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Keanwhile our left neighbor hed been pressed back into
the district eaet of Windstein. The 9562 Gren Rgt, which was
haraeged in front only by a few enemy asecault patrole, which
could be repelled by artillery, now again had g defenslve flank
which "eat up" 1te reservees. Another withdrewal of the front
wag necessary. The daivision also requested the ghifting of itse
sector boundary east of Bitech, &as 1t did not conelder itself in

& posltion to undertake the de;ense of thls locelity. Both

proposals were approved, On the morning of 14 December the new
occupled
defense line was/Bs f0110u rallway guard's house 3 km south

of Bltech - hill 350 (1.5 km south-west of Eguelshardt)
Bennstein -'Mambach - gouthern exlt of Dambach - Windstein., The
right wing Just west of the railroad 1 km north-weet of point 346.
Cn 14 end 15 Decenber the enemy only attacked the right
wing along the reillroad and eart of point 346; he made penetm -
tions, but thece were eliminated dr sealed off, However, he
drove our right neighbor back to the outskirte of Bitsch. North-
west of Bltech there was  heavy fighting for: works ‘of1the
RLacK
Meginot line. Our left nedghbor's right wing wae forceu/%igtner
north, peet Lembach, The enemy even succeeded, by 18 December,

in driving this division back to the West Wall. and apturing cer-
2 H

¢
L=

tain bunkers west of Welssenburg.
In the night from 16 to 16 December the lset wilthdrawal

movement in thle phase of the combate wre executed, by order of

-

the corpe headquarters. The divigion took up positions in the
followlng line: northern tip of pond 1.5 km snuth-eset of DBitech-

hill 348 - Eguellhiardt - northern edge of Hanau pond = hill 36¢

southern extension of Newloerfel - Obersteinbrch - Nledersteinbech
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The dlvisionel CF wee treneferred to the Ludwilgswinkel forester!s
house.

After 15 December, the enemy's large-scale atteck dled
down along the entire front - also on either side of the division -,
obviously as & result of the Ardennes offensive. On the divi-
slon's front, all became completery quiet, It waee discovered
by reconnalssence thatbt. only one enemy reconnaigsance battalion
wae securing practically the whole front before the divislon.
Only before the extreme right wing were there etill elements of
the Americen 100 Divieslon, There - to the west of Egueléh&rdt -
abendoned enemy fleld posltlions w2re even dlscovered, after 20
December.

The division's delaying action in the Vosges territory
wae chiefly determined_by the enemy'e outflanking movements, and
threat to the division's flankes Iroim the nelghboring sectors on
elther elde. Deep fleanks consumed forcee which - committed in
the front line - would have rendered a stronger; and perhaps euc=-
cegsful, resistance possible, Above &)1, since the forested
nature of the terreln-restricted the line of vielon, whiech meant
that artillery support for the most port fr1led to be effective,
the troope spersely occupying the front line - more in the nature
of sccurity detachments = could not reslet stronger enemy attecks.
A delaying action es fought by the division, lep by lep, wae thus
the sole solution, &llowing the enemy to gein ground only gre=-
dually , to keep him from reaching the West Wall, for ag long as
possible, The division succeeded in the legt phese in maintein-
ing its position in & wide, forward are still ten kilometers

Fauthsohithe Wont  Walli
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In the following period the divislon prepared for 1ite
commitment in the Weest Wall, It also made use of the lull on
the front to reconstitute i1ts formations, particulerly since
some replacements and new weapons were arriving. When theege
measures were well under way, the dlvlislon wes assigned & new

mission, concerning which a report has already been written,

ead, PHILIPPI
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Appendix L Order of Battle of 361 Volke Grenadier Division,

fame
ag. 1

came
as 1

Mtr 1&2 horse-

“rang
Co

drewn trane-
port columns

Frinting Map 8ection

Platoon
same as
963
Bupply rgt.
Admin Vet Medicd Ambulance e
Co Co o platoong ng
1:& 2

inte-
nee Co
Artifi-
gcey Plac
Toon,



;.:J ff B—'-:-.-J_

gketch 1

o0f V@ED

bxplanationss

Scale 1 3 100

000

m

(=

ct

=

L

on of 361 V&Y from £25.10 to 7.11.,1944

I Bn/981 (FPus Co)

wod Inf Div
Hailn defense 1line rfrom 25.10 ohwards.

approved large-scele combat posltion from Q11 onwards.




Sketeh 4. Position of 361 VAD from 1,12 to 31.12.44
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